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Agenda Date:  August 16, 2021 
  
Action Required: Adoption of Ordinance (1st of 2 readings; no public hearing 

required) 
  
Presenter: Lisa Robertson, City Attorney 
  
City Manager 
Office Contact: 

Ashley Marshall, Deputy City Manager 

  
Title: Amend the City Code to make it gender neutral 

 
 
 
Background: City Council has expressed its desire that ordinances proposed for adoption within 
the City Code should be written using gender neutral pronouns. Attached is a proposed 
Ordinance to establish a set of “protocols” to be applied uniformly in order to accomplish gender 
neutral ordinances, not only within the current provisions of the published City Code but also in 
future ordinances.  
 
Discussion: Should City Council adopt the attached proposed ordinance, protocols will be 
established to effect gender neutral provisions within all published City Code provisions, including 
not only all of the currently-published ordinances, but also within any ordinance to be included 
among the City’s codified ordinances in the future. The Municipal Code Corporation (MCC), as 
the City’s publisher, will review each ordinance and make edits in accordance with the protocols. 
 
Please note that the ordinance calls for substituting “individual” in place of “man” or “woman”.  It 
is also possible to substitute the word “person”; however, relative to statutory interpretation, the 
word “person” usually includes legal entities (such as corporations, LLCs, etc.) and may have 
inadvertent consequences. See Va. Code §1-230 and 1-231.  
 
Budgetary Impact: None. 
 
Alternatives:  None, if gender neutrality is desired in all existing published City Code 
provisions. 
 
Alignment with Council Vision Areas and Strategic Plan: Yes. 
 
City Manager Recommendation: Adoption of the proposed ordinance 
 
Community Engagement: N/A 
 
Attachment:  

• Proposed Ordinance 



ORDINANCE  
TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT THE CODE OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, 1990, AS 

AMENDED, IN ORDER TO REMOVE MASCULINE AND/OR FEMININE 
LANGUAGE AND TO SUBSTITUTE GENDER NEUTRAL PRONOUNS  

 
WHEREAS the Charlottesville City Code contains mostly masculine pronouns; and 

WHEREAS current social awareness of transgender and gender nonconforming 
identities has brought to light the importance of non-binary gender inclusivity; and 

WHEREAS amending the Charlottesville City Code to include gender-neutral pronouns 
by eliminating any gender preference language within the Code of Charlottesville will reflect 
gender equality and gender inclusivity; now, therefore,  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council for the City of Charlottesville: 

1.  The recitals and findings contained in the preamble to this ordinance are adopted 
by reference and incorporated as if fully set forth in this section. 

2. The Municipal Code Corporation is hereby authorized to degenderize and update 
pronouns throughout the Code of Charlottesville (1990), as amended, subject to approval by 
the City Attorney, which authority shall include review and editing of future proposed 
ordinances, and in doing so the Municipal Code Corporation shall be guided by the following 
protocols: 

Change the term "he" to "they" 
Change the term "she" to "they” 
Change the term "his" to "their" 
Change the term “hers” to “their” 
Change the term "her" to "them" 
Change the term "him" to "them" 
Change the term "himself" to "themselves" 
Change the term "herself" to "themselves" 
Change the term "man" or "woman" to "individual" 
Change the term "men" or "women" to "individuals" 
Change the term "chairman" to "chairperson" 
Change the term "policeman" to "police officer" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "policewoman" to "police officer" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "policemen" to "police officers" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "policewomen" to "police officers" (not in current Code) 
Change the term "workman" to "worker" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "workmen" to "workers" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "fireman" to "firefighter" (not found in current Code) 
Change the term "firemen" to "firefighters" (not found in current Code) 
 

 
3. Throughout the Code of Charlottesville (1990), as amended, in effect as of the date 

on which this ordinance is adopted, the Code provisions highlighted following below shall be 
amended with gender neutral terminology in accordance with the above-referenced protocols, 



and all of the following Code provisions are re-enacted to include said gender neutral 
terminology: 
 

Code 
Section 

 

Text 

1-2 Officers, boards, etc. Whenever reference is made to a particular officer, board, commission, 
department or other agency, such reference shall be construed as if followed by the words 
"of the City of Charlottesville, Virginia." A reference to a specific officer shall also be 
construed as if followed by the words "or his duly authorized deputy, assistant, 
representative or agent," subject, however, to the provisions of Code of Virginia, section 
15.1-19.5. 

1-11 State Law reference—Classification of misdemeanors and punishment therefor, Code of 
Virginia, §§ 18.2-9, 18.2-11; authority of city to provide penalties for violation of ordinances, 
§ 15.1-901; authority of court trying case, upon conviction, to require bond conditioned that 
the person convicted will not violate the ordinance for the breach of which he was convicted 
for a period of not more than one year, § 15.1-902; injunctive relief for continuing violations 
of ordinances, § 15.1-905. 

 

1-12(a), 
(b), (e) 

(a) Whenever any person is detained by or is in the custody of an arresting officer for any 
violation committed in such officer's presence which offense is a violation of any provision 
of this Code or other ordinance of the city punishable as a Class 1 or Class 2 misdemeanor or 
any other misdemeanor for which he may receive a jail sentence, except as otherwise 
provided in Code of Virginia, title 46.2, or section 18.2-266, or an arrest on a warrant 
charging an offense for which a summons may be issued, and when specifically authorized 
by the judicial officer issuing the warrant, the arresting officer shall take the name and 
address of such person and issue a summons or otherwise notify him in writing to appear at 
a time and place to be specified in such summons or notice. Upon the giving by such person 
of his written promise to appear at such time and place, the officer shall forthwith release 
him from custody. However, if any such person shall fail or refuse to discontinue the 
unlawful act, the officer may proceed according to the provisions of Code of Virginia, section 
19.2-82. Anything in this section to the contrary notwithstanding, if any person is believed 
by the arresting officer to be likely to disregard a summons issued under the provisions of 
this section, or if any person is reasonably believed by the arresting officer to be likely to 
cause harm to himself or to any other person, a magistrate or other issuing authority having 
jurisdiction shall proceed according to the provisions of Code of Virginia, section 19.2-82. 

 

(b) Whenever any person is detained by or is in the custody of an arresting officer for a 
violation of any provision of this Code or other ordinance of the city punishable as a Class 3 
or Class 4 misdemeanor or any other misdemeanor for which he cannot receive a jail 
sentence, except as otherwise provided in Code of Virginia, title 46.2, or to the offense of 
public drunkenness as defined in section 17-12 of this Code, the arresting officer shall take 
the name and address of such person and issue a summons or otherwise notify him in 
writing to appear at a time and place to be specified in such summons or notice. Upon the 
giving of such person of his written promise to appear at such time and place, the officer 
shall forthwith release him from custody. However, if any such person shall fail or refuse to 
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Text 

discontinue the unlawful act, the officer may proceed according to the provisions of Code of 
Virginia, section 19.2-82. 

 

(e) Any person who willfully violates his written promise to appear given in accordance 
with this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor, regardless of the disposition of, 
and in addition to, the charge upon which he was originally arrested. 

Ch. 2 
(Section 
Analysis) 

Sec. 2-80. Committee meetings; chairman of committees; quorum. 

Sec. 2-239. Election and term of chairman and vice-chairman. 

Sec. 2-240. Compensation specified for chairman and members. 

2-3(4) (4) The city sheriff and all of his deputies and correctional officers employed at the 
Albemarle-Charlottesville Joint Security Complex. 

2-5(4), (5) (4) Chairman and members of the Charlottesville Economic Development Authority; 

 

(5) Director, chairman and members of the Charlottesville Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority; and 

2-7(b), (c) (b) The purchasing agent and the city manager, or his designee are authorized to sign all 
contracts covering sales or purchases of goods or nonprofessional services for less than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00), as well as all contracts for construction services, up to one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00). All other contracts shall be signed by the city 
manager or his designee. 

 

(c) No person, other than those persons enumerated in this section, shall have authority to 
sign any contract on behalf of the city unless he is specifically authorized to do so by the city 
council or the city manager. The city manager may promulgate regulations setting forth 
procedures by which city contracts shall be approved and executed. 

2-10(c) (c) Any person who knowingly violates this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
A knowing violation under this section is one in which the person engages in conduct or 
performs an act when he knows that the conduct or act is prohibited by this section. 

2-39(b), 
(c) 

(b) At the same time, the city council shall elect one (1) of its members to be vice-mayor, 
who shall continue in office two (2) years. If a vacancy occurs in the office before the end of 
his term, such vacancy shall be filled as provided by section 8 of the Charter. 

 

(c) The mayor shall preside at the meetings of the city council and when, from any cause, he 
shall be absent, the vice-mayor shall preside. In the absence of both, a mayor pro tempore 
may be elected. 
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2-42(a) (a) The mayor, or the vice-mayor if acting in his stead, or any three (3) members of the city 
council, may call a special meeting of the council at any time upon at least five (5) hours' 
written notice to each member, served personally or left at his usual place of business or 
residence. Special meetings may be held at any time without notice, provided all members 
of the council attend and unanimously consent to the transaction of all business transacted 
thereat. 

2-46 No member of the city council shall be eligible, during his tenure of office or for one (1) year 
thereafter, to any office for which compensation is paid to be filled by the city council either 
by election or appointment. 

2-48 (ref.) Charter reference— Chairman of finance committee as member of sinking fund commission, 
§ 26. 

2-68 The mayor shall enforce the rules of the city council, preserve order and decorum, appoint 
all committees not otherwise provided for and discharge such other duties as appertain to 
his office. 

2-69(a) The mayor shall decide questions of order and may give his reasons for his decisions. 

2-70 If, in speaking, any member shall violate the rules of the city council, the mayor shall call 
him to order. If there is no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be submitted to. If the 
decision is in favor of the member called to order, he may proceed; if otherwise, he shall not 
proceed except by leave of the city council. 

 

2-79 Any member of the city council shall have the liberty to dissent from or protest against any 
ordinance, resolution or order of the city council and have the reason of his dissent entered 
upon the record. 

2-80 Sec. 2-80. Committee meetings; chairman of committees; quorum. 

 

The members of a committee of the city council shall meet on the call of the chairman, who 
shall be the first named person on the committee. In the absence of the chairman, the 
person named second on the committee shall be recognized as chairman. A majority shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

2-123 The clerk of the council shall, within forty-eight (48) hours after each session of the city 
council, furnish the officers or heads of departments of the city a copy of every ordinance or 
resolution specially pertaining to their respective departments; provided, that copies of all 
ordinances making appropriations or authorizing the payment of money shall be furnished 
to the director of finance within twenty-four (24) hours after their passage. The clerk of the 
council shall notify persons who have presented petitions or communications to the city 
council, of the final action of that body in regard thereto, within forty-eight (48) hours after 
such action. He shall also notify all persons elected to any office by the city council, of such 
election. 
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2-147 The city manager may, subject to his retention of general supervision and control, delegate 
any powers and duties conferred upon the manager by this Code to any other officer or 
employee who is subject to the manager's supervision. 

2-149(a), 
(d) 

(a) The city manager shall have charge of the appointment of competent, qualified officers 
and employees to the administrative departments of the city and shall have the power to 
dismiss, suspend and discipline, in accordance with duly adopted personnel regulations, all 
officers and employees in such departments, except as otherwise specifically provided by 
law. He shall also have the power to authorize a department head or officer responsible to 
him to appoint and remove subordinates serving under that department head or officer. 

 

(d) The city manager shall have the power to set aside any action taken by a department 
head or other officer subject to his control, except as otherwise specifically provided by law. 

2-150 The city manager may, in order to promote the efficient operation of the affairs of the city 
under his management and control, within the funds appropriated therefor, create new 
departments and consolidate or abolish existing departments. 

2-151 The city manager may prescribe such rules and regulations as he deems necessary or 
expedient for the conduct of administrative departments or agencies subject to his 
authority. The city manager shall have the power to revoke, suspend or amend any rule or 
regulation of any such department or agency, promulgated by any officer or employee 
subject to his control. 

2-152 The city manager shall designate himself or some other officer or employee to perform the 
duties of any office or position in the administrative service under his control which is 
vacant or which lacks administration due to the absence or disability of the incumbent. 

2-155 The city manager may designate such committees as he shall find necessary for the proper 
consideration of matters affecting the city or its administrative service, which shall meet at 
his request and make such recommendations on matters referred to them as they shall find 
necessary for the best interest of the city. 

2-156 The city manager shall be entitled, either by himself or by any officer or person designated 
by him, to investigate and examine or inquire into the affairs or operation of any 
department, division, office or agency of the city and, within funds appropriated by the 
council, may employ consultants and professional assistance to aid in such investigations, 
examinations or inquiries. 

2-212 The salary of the city attorney shall be in full compensation for his services. The city 
attorney shall not engage in the private practice of law. 

2-213(a), 
(b), (d) 

(a) The city attorney shall have the management, charge and control of all law business of 
the city and shall be the legal adviser of the city council, any committee thereof, the city 
officers and the several departments of the city government and, when required, shall 
furnish written or verbal opinions upon any subject involving questions of law submitted to 
him by any of them. 
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(b) It shall be the duty of the city attorney to draft all bonds, deeds, obligations, contracts, 
leases, conveyances, agreements or other legal instruments of whatever nature which may 
be required of him by any ordinance or order of the city council or any committee thereof or 
which may be required by any person contracting with the city in its corporate capacity and 
which, by law, usage or agreement, the drafting of which is to be at the expense of the city. It 
shall also be his duty to commence and prosecute all actions and suits to be brought by the 
city before any tribunal in the city or state, or any federal tribunal, whether in law or in 
equity, and also to appear and defend and advocate the rights and interest of the city, or any 
of the officers thereof, in any suit or prosecution for any act in the discharge of their official 
duties, wherein any estate, right, privilege, ordinance or act of the city government may be 
brought in question, he shall appear for the prosecution when the case shall come into the 
circuit court and shall perform such other duties as are or may be required of him by any 
ordinance or resolution of the city council. 

 

(d) The city council may authorize the city attorney to retain such legal counsel as it deems 
necessary to assist him on legal matters for the city. 

2-214 The city attorney shall promptly account for and pay over to the director of finance any and 
all funds belonging to the city, collected or received by him, and shall at the time of turning 
over such money to the director of finance, or immediately thereafter, furnish the director 
of finance with an itemized statement showing from whom and for what account the money 
was received. 

2-215 It shall be the duty of the city attorney to attend all meetings of the city council unless 
excused by the mayor or the city manager. He shall attend all meetings of the committees of 
the city council when notified so to do by the clerk of the council or the city manager. 

2-237(b) (b) One (1) member of the planning commission may be a member of the city council, and 
one (1) member may be a member of the administrative branch of government of the city. 
The term of each of these two (2) members shall be coextensive with the term of office to 
which he has been elected or appointed, unless the city council, at the first regular meeting 
each year, appoints others to serve as their representatives. The remaining members of the 
commission first appointed shall serve respectively for terms of one (1) year, two (2) years, 
three (3) years, and four (4) years, divided equally or as nearly equal as possible between 
the membership. Subsequent appointments shall be for terms of four (4) years each. 
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term only. Members may be 
removed for malfeasance in office. 

2-239 Sec. 2-239. Election and term of chairman and vice-chairman. 

 

The members of the planning commission shall elect from their number a chairman and 
vice-chairman, who shall serve as such for a term of one (1) year and shall be eligible for 
reelection. 



Code 
Section 

 

Text 

2-240 Sec. 2-240. Compensation specified for chairman and members. 

 

For their services, the chairman of the planning commission shall receive annual 
compensation of three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) and the other members of 
the commission shall receive annual compensation of two thousand nine hundred dollars 
($2,900.00). 

2-241 The director of planning and community development shall serve ex officio as the secretary 
of the planning commission but shall have no vote and shall receive no addition to his 
regular salary for such service. 

2-268(b)-
(d) 

(b) All members will serve terms which expire on December first of the third year following 
their appointment. No members will be appointed to more than two (2) three-year terms. A 
person initially appointed to serve the unexpired term of another may thereafter serve no 
more than two (2) three-year terms of his own. 

 

(c) In the event a member appointed to the commission by the city or county is 
subsequently selected as the city/county joint appointee, and commencement of the term of 
the joint appointment does not coincide with the expiration of the appointee's then-current 
term, then he shall be deemed to have vacated the seat held on the commission immediately 
prior to the joint appointment. Selection as the joint appointee of the city and county shall 
not extend the amount of time or the number of terms such person is eligible to serve on the 
commission, except that the time served in the seat vacated shall be treated the same as 
time served by persons initially appointed to fill the unexpired term of another. 

 

(d) Any member serving on the commission on January 1, 2003 and who is at that time 
serving a second three-year term of his own, shall be eligible for one (1) additional three-
year term. 

2-269 As soon after their appointment as possible, the members of the airport commission shall 
convene and elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson from their group for a term of one (1) 
year. The airport's executive director or his designee (s) shall serve as staff to the airport 
commission and shall perform such duties as are appropriate, including the keeping of 
proper minutes of the meetings of the commission. Anyone designated by the airport's 
executive director to perform duties for the airport commission shall report to, and be 
subject to the supervision of, the airport's executive director in the performance of such 
duties. 

2-270 Any person who has served as a member of the commission for the maximum amount of 
time authorized by this ordinance shall thereafter become re-eligible for appointment, 
following the passage of at least three (3) years from the expiration of his last term. 

2-437(c) (c) For all other complaints alleging an unlawful discriminatory practice as defined herein 
within the corporate limits of the city, the director or other designated professional staff 
will conduct, as authorized by this article, fact-finding, mediation, conciliation, and, if 
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necessary, full investigation of the complaint as he or she deems appropriate to ascertain 
the facts underlying the charge of discrimination, provided that the complaint may be 
dismissed by the director without investigation if it fails to adequately allege a violation of 
this article or is otherwise deficient on its face. If the complaint is not dismissed the director 
will serve a copy on each respondent named therein. Upon completion of the initial 
investigation, the director shall render a written determination of whether there is probable 
cause to believe a violation of this article has occurred, and the facts supporting such 
determination. The written determination shall promptly be served on the parties. 

2-439.1(e), 
(f), (g) 

(e) In cases to be heard by the commission the complainant and the responding parties shall 
be entitled: 

 

(1) To file written statements or arguments with the commission prior to the hearing; 

 

(2) To be represented by privately retained counsel of his or her choice; 

 

(3) To present his or her case or defense by oral or documentary evidence, to be given 
under oath or by affirmation; 

 

(4) To submit rebuttal evidence; and 

 

(5) To conduct such cross-examination as may be required for a full and true disclosure of 
the facts. Any oral or documentary evidence may be received, but the commission as a 
matter of policy shall provide for the exclusion of irrelevant, immaterial or unduly 
repetitious evidence. The commission shall not be bound by the strict rules of evidence 
prevailing in the courts of law or equity. 

 

(f) The director shall be responsible for assuring the development of the evidentiary record 
before the commission and may introduce evidence, examine or cross-examine witnesses, 
or make argument if he or she deems it advisable in order to fully apprise the commission of 
the facts or the applicable law. The commission shall keep a full record of the hearing, which 
record shall be public and open to inspection by any person unless otherwise provided by 
any applicable law or regulations. Any party may request that the commission furnish such 
party a copy of the hearing record and shall reimburse the commission for the cost of 
producing the copy. In matters where any party is represented by counsel, the office of the 
city attorney shall provide an attorney as counsel to the commission who will also assist the 
director in preparing the case. 
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(g) If, after the hearing, the commission determines by a preponderance of the evidence that 
the respondent has committed or is committing the alleged violation(s) of this article, the 
commission shall state its findings and may issue recommendations, to be served promptly 
on the parties, which recommendations may include notice to the respondent to cease and 
desist from such violation(s) and to take such action as may be authorized by law to 
effectuate the purpose of this article, including but not limited to the payment by 
respondent of compensatory damages to any person or persons found by the commission to 
be so entitled by reason of the violation(s) of this article, or the placement or restoration of 
any person in or to such status in which the commission finds he or she would be but for 
respondent's violation(s) of this article. 

3-1(b) (b) If any owner or keeper of any billiard saloon or poolroom as set forth above allows any 
minor to violate the provisions of this section, he shall be deemed to be guilty of a violation 
of this section. 

3-2(a) (a) No person shall conduct any carnival or other like show or exhibition within the city 
without first making a deposit with the city treasurer of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each day 
on which an exhibition is proposed to cover the cost of additional city services in connection 
with such carnival, which shall be paid out of such deposit and the difference, if any, 
refunded. The chief of police shall designate such members of the police department as he 
may deem necessary for the policing of such carnival or other exhibition. 

4-2 Owner means any person who: (i) has a right of property in an animal; (ii) keeps or harbors 
an animal; (iii) has an animal in his care; or (iv) acts as a custodian of an animal. 

4-4(a) (a) Pursuant to Virginia Code § 3.1-796.104, the position of animal control officer for the 
city is hereby created, and vested with the power to enforce Chapter 27.4 of Title 3.1 of the 
Code of Virginia, all ordinances enacted pursuant to that chapter, and all laws for the 
protection of domestic animals. The animal control officer and his deputies, if any, shall be 
appointed as prescribed in such section of the state law. 

4-8 It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any chickens, ducks, geese, pigeons or other 
fowl belonging to him to go at large in the city; except, that homing pigeons may be released 
for return to their cote without violating this section. 

4-12(c) (c) Prior to the approval of the permit the city animal control officer shall inspect the 
animals and the proposed premises of the exhibition or circus to determine whether all 
animals have been given adequate feed, adequate water, adequate shelter, adequate space 
for the particular type of animal, adequate veterinary care when needed, and humane care 
and treatment. The animal control officer may request that a USDA accredited veterinarian, 
licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, accompany him during the inspection. Any costs 
associated with inspection by a veterinarian shall be paid by the exhibition or circus. 

4-15 
(a)(1), (c), 
(e) 

(a)(1) Overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully inflicts 
inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, 
or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates or kills any animal, whether belonging to 
himself or another; 
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… 

 

(c) Any person who (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected 
with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, 
maims or mutilates any animal that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or 
another; (ii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter 
or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show or exhibition of any kind, unless such 
administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-patient 
relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) instigates, engages in, or in any way 
furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clause (i); or (iv) causes any of the 
actions described in clauses (i) through (iii), or being the owner of such animal, permits 
such acts to be done by another; and has been within five (5) years convicted of a violation 
of this section, shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any previous 
violation of this section resulted in the death of an animal or the euthanasia of such animal 
on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia 
was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such condition was a direct result of a 
violation of this subsection or subsection (a). 

 

(e) Any person who (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected 
with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, 
maims or mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or 
another and (ii) as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion 
animal, or the euthanasia of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian 
upon determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, 
shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a dog or cat is attacked on its owner's property by a dog 
so as to cause injury or death, the owner of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable 
and necessary force against the dog at the time of the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such 
owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and appropriate action to protect his dog 
or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have violated this subsection. The provisions 
of this subsection shall not override sections 4-44 through 4-48 of this chapter. 

4-21(a) (a) When the owner of any animal or grown fowl which has died knows of such death, such 
owner shall forthwith have its body cremated or buried, and if he fails to do so, any judge of 
the general district court, after notice to the owner if he can be ascertained, shall cause such 
dead animal or fowl to be cremated or buried by an officer or other person designated for 
the purpose. Such officer or other person shall be entitled to recover of the owner of every 
such animal so cremated or buried the actual cost of such cremation or burial, not to exceed 
seventy-five dollars ($75.00), and of the owner of every such fowl so cremated or buried the 
actual cost of such cremation or burial, not to exceed five dollars ($5.00), to be recovered in 
the same manner as officers' fees are recovered, free from all exemptions in favor of such 
owner. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 4 
misdemeanor. 

4-22(a) (a) The owner of any companion animal which has died from disease or other cause shall 
forthwith cremate, bury or sanitarily dispose of such companion animal. If, after notice, any 
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owner fails to do so, the animal warden or other officer shall bury or cremate the animal, 
and he may recover from the owner, on behalf of the city, his cost for this service. 

4-40(b) (b) Any person who violates this section by failing to have his or her dog on a leash in the 
areas so designated herein shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor; provided that, upon a 
third conviction within one (1) year of any offense under this section involving the same 
dog, the defendant shall be deemed guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

4-41(a) (a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping, or having in his care or custody any 
dog, to fail, refuse, or neglect to remove any feces of such dog immediately and to dispose of 
it in a sanitary manner whenever such dog has defecated upon the following described 
property located within the city: 

4-44 (a) If an animal control officer receives a complaint or has reason to believe that a canine or 
canine crossbreed is a dangerous dog, he shall undertake an investigation to determine 
whether the dog is dangerous. The animal protection officer shall confine the animal until a 
determination is made and any appeals have been exhausted. If the animal protection 
officer determines that the owner or custodian can confine the animal in a manner that 
protects the public safety, he may permit the owner or custodian to confine the animal until 
such time as the investigation is complete and a decision is made and any appeals have been 
exhausted. The investigation shall include, but not be limited to, a review of the following: 
(i) the incident forming the basis of the complaint; (ii) any other violent acts by the animal; 
(iii) interviews with the complainant and anyone else, including the owner or custodian of 
the animal, having knowledge of the animal; and (iv) observations of the animal. Upon 
completion of the investigation, the animal protection officer shall make a written 
determination as to whether the animal is dangerous. If the animal protection officer 
determines that the animal is dangerous, the animal's owner shall comply with this 
ordinance. If the animal's owner disagrees with the animal protection officer's 
determination that the animal is dangerous, he may file an appeal to the general district 
court for a trial on the merits. The court, through its contempt powers, may compel the 
owner to produce the animal. If, after hearing the evidence, the court finds that the animal is 
a dangerous dog, the court shall order the animal's owner to comply with this ordinance. 

 

(b) Any animal control officer who has reason to believe that a canine or canine crossbreed 
is a vicious dog shall apply to a city magistrate for the issuance of a summons requiring the 
owner or custodian, if known, to appear before a general district court at a specified time. 
The summons shall advise the owner of the nature of the proceeding and the matters at 
issue. The animal control officer shall confine the animal until such time as evidence shall be 
heard and a verdict rendered. If the animal control officer determines that the owner or 
custodian can confine the animal in a manner that protects the public safety, he may permit 
the owner or custodian to confine the animal until such time as evidence shall be heard and 
a verdict rendered. The court, through its contempt powers, may compel the owner, 
custodian or harborer of the animal to produce the animal. If, after hearing the evidence, the 
court finds that the animal is a vicious dog, the court shall order the animal euthanized in 
accordance with the provisions of Virginia Code § 3.1-796.119. 

5-1 Except as otherwise specifically provided, a violation of any provision of this chapter, 
including any provision of the codes adopted in Article II, shall constitute a Class 1 
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misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars 
($2,500.00). In addition, a person guilty of such violation shall make good all damages 
arising by reason of the violation and shall be subject to revocation of his license to do 
business in the city. For the purposes of this chapter, the word "person" shall include any 
individual, corporation, partnership, association, company, business, trust, joint venture or 
other legal entity. 

5-28(b), 
(c) 

(b) The code official, building maintenance official, or their duly authorized representative 
may enter any building structure or other premises in the city to perform any duty imposed 
upon him by this chapter. 

 

(c) Upon notice from the code official that work on any building or structure is being done 
contrary to the provisions of the USBC, or in a manner that is otherwise dangerous or 
unsafe, such work shall be immediately stopped. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be 
given to the owner of the property, or to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and 
shall state the conditions under which work may be resumed. Where an emergency exists, 
no written notice shall be required to be given by the building official. 

5-148(b), 
(c), (e) 

(b) Upon a finding of guilt under this section in any case tried before the court without a 
jury, in the event the violation constitutes a first offense which results in property damage 
or loss, the court, without entering a judgment of guilt, upon motion of the defendant, may 
defer further proceedings and place the defendant on probation pending completion of a 
plan of community service work. If the defendant fails or refuses to complete the 
community service as ordered by the court, the court may make final disposition of the case 
and proceed as otherwise provided. If the community service work is completed as the 
court prescribes, the court may discharge the defendant and dismiss the proceedings 
against him. Discharge and dismissal under this section shall be without adjudication of 
guilt and is a conviction only for the purposes of applying the ordinance in subsequent 
proceedings. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person convicted of a violation 
of this section shall be placed on probation or have his sentence suspended unless such 
person shall make at least partial restitution for such property damage or is compelled to 
perform community service, or both, as is more particularly set forth in Virginia Code 
section 19.2-305.1. 

 

(c) Community service, to the extent feasible, shall include the repair, restoration or 
replacement of any damage or defacement to property within the locality, and may include: 
clean-up, beautification, landscaping or other appropriate community service within the 
locality. The director of public works, or his or her designee, is hereby charged with the 
supervision of the performance of any community service work required and with reporting 
to the court imposing any such requirement. At or before the time of sentencing, the court 
shall receive and consider any plan for making restitution or performing community service 
submitted by the defendant. The court shall also receive and consider the recommendations 
of the city's director of public works or his or her designee. 
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(e) The director of public works or his or her designee is authorized to undertake or 
contract for the removal or repair of the defacement of any public building, wall, fence or 
other structure, or of any private building, wall, fence or other structure where such damage 
or defacement is visible from any public right-of-way. 

 

(1) Prior to such removal the director of neighborhood development services or his or her 
designee shall seek the written permission of the property owner; if written permission is 
not practical under the circumstances, verbal authorization shall be sought. 

 

(2) If the property owner fails to provide requested permission within five (5) days of 
receipt of a request for permission, or denies any such request, then the director of 
neighborhood development services or his or her designee shall give the property owner of 
record and the person in control of the property, a written notice of the city's intention to 
proceed with removal or repair. Such written notice shall describe the condition(s) to be 
abated, the location of the property, a statement of the act(s) necessary to remove or repair 
the defacement, and the date on which the city will commence abatement if such 
defacement is not remedied, which date shall be no fewer than five (5) business days 
following the notice. 

5-
148(a)(1) 

(1) Director means the director of neighborhood development services and his designee(s). 

5-
149(a)(1) 

(1) Director means the director of neighborhood development services and his designee(s). 

5-152 No person shall erect or maintain a fence, wall or other barrier wholly or partially enclosing 
any lot or premises within the city, where such fence, wall or barrier is made of or includes 
barbed ends, barbed wire or razor wire, or any similar materials, except that barbed ends of 
fences, barbed wire or razor wire, and similar materials, may be used on top of any wall or 
fence wholly or partially enclosing any lot or premises zoned for commercial or industrial 
use. Where allowed, such materials shall be installed at a height of six (6) feet or more 
above ground level. The owner of any property on which is located any such materials in 
violation of this section shall remove such fence within ten (10) days after being sent 
written notification to do so by the city manager or his designee. Each day that a violation 
continues after the expiration of such ten-day period shall constitute a separate offense. 

5-153(a) (a) Any person who has caused to be dug on his own land or the land of another any well or 
pit shall fill such well or pit with earth so that the same shall not be dangerous to human 
beings, animals or fowls before such well or such pit is abandoned. Any person owning land 
whereon any such well or pit is located shall in the same manner fill with earth any such 
well or pit which has been abandoned, provided such person has knowledge of the existence 
of such well or pit. In the case of mining operations, in lieu of filling the shaft or pit, the 
owner or operator thereof, on ceasing operations in such shaft or pit, shall securely fence 
the same and keep the same at all times thereafter securely fenced. 
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5-155(b) (b) Whenever the director, or the official designated by him, has determined by reports, 
inspections or otherwise, that any condition in violation of this section exists, he shall notify 
the owner and the occupant to comply with the requirements of this section within such 
reasonable time as specified in the notice. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be 
delivered by hand or mailed to the last known address(es) of the owner and the occupant. If, 
after such notice, the owner and/or occupant fails to abate or obviate the condition(s) in 
violation of this section, the city may do so and charge and collect the cost thereof from the 
owner and/or occupant as provided by law for the collection of local taxes. 

5-161(c) (c) At least thirty (30) days prior to the assessment of any civil penalty, the director of 
neighborhood development services or his designee shall mail to the owner, at the address 
to which property tax notices are sent, notice of the failure to comply with the registration 
requirements of this section. Upon re-occupancy the owner shall promptly notify the 
department of neighborhood development services. 

5-163(b), 
(d)(2) 

(b) All structures which fall within the definition of an unsafe building, wall or other 
structure, as defined in section (a)(3), above, are hereby declared to be public nuisances and 
unfit for human habitation. A property owner shall remove, repair or secure any unsafe 
structure located on his property, as follows: 

 

… 

 

(d)(2) To an individual under the age of eighteen (18) years ("infant"), or who is otherwise 
legally incompetent, then notice shall be provided by hand-delivering a copy thereof to such 
person's parent, guardian or committee. If such parent, guardian or committee cannot be 
found after a diligent search, the notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last known address of such parent, guardian or committee and a copy of 
the notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. If there be no 
guardian or committee, notice shall be given by delivering a copy thereof to any person 
found at the infant's or incompetent's usual place of abode who is a member of his or her 
family and who is sixteen (16) years of age or older. If such infant or incompetent resides at 
a residential or other treatment facility, adult care facility or nursing home, notice shall be 
given by delivering a copy to the officer or official who is in charge of such facility. If a family 
member or an officer or official cannot be located after reasonable efforts to do so, then a 
copy of the notice shall be posted at the front door of the infant's or incompetent's usual 
abode and a copy of the notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous place on the unsafe 
premises. Compliance with the procedure(s) set forth in this paragraph shall be deemed the 
equivalent of personal notice. 

5-171(4) (4) Director means the director of neighborhood development services, or his designee. 

5-172(2) (2) The director shall, in writing, notify the last known owner of the property, by regular 
mail sent to the owner's last known address as it appears in the city's assessment records 
for the property. The notice shall advise the owner that he or she has thirty (30) days from 
the date of the notice to undertake corrective action to abate the bawdy place described in 
the affidavit and that, if requested to do so, the city will assist the owner in determining and 
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coordinating the appropriate corrective action to abate the bawdy place described in the 
affidavit. A copy of the director's affidavit shall be attached to the notice required by this 
section. The director shall prepare an affidavit of mailing, certifying that the notice was 
mailed as required by this section. The affidavit of mailing shall be sufficient evidence of the 
required mailing. 

5-
173(b)(2) 

(2) To an individual under the age of eighteen (18) years ("infant"), or who is otherwise 
legally incompetent, then notice shall be provided by hand-delivering a copy thereof to such 
person's parent, guardian or committee. If such parent, guardian or committee cannot be 
found after a diligent search, the notice shall be sent by certified mail to the last known 
address of such parent, guardian or committee and a copy of the notice shall also be posted 
in a conspicuous place on the premises. If there be no guardian or committee, notice shall be 
given by delivering a copy thereof to any person found at the infant's or incompetent's usual 
place of abode who is a member of his or her family and who is sixteen (16) years of age or 
older. If such infant or incompetent resides at a residential or other treatment facility, adult 
care facility or nursing home, notice shall be given by delivering a copy to the officer or 
official who is in charge of such facility. If a family member or an officer or official cannot be 
located after reasonable efforts to do so, then a copy of the notice shall be posted at the 
front door of the infant's or incompetent's usual abode and a copy of the notice shall also be 
posted in a conspicuous place on the unsafe premises. Compliance with the procedure(s) set 
forth in this paragraph shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice. Copies of certified 
mail receipt(s) shall be sufficient evidence of mailing; an affidavit of the director shall be 
sufficient evidence of hand-delivery. 

5-181(b), 
(e) 

(b) Chief of police means the chief of police of the Charlottesville Police Department, and his 
designee(s). 

 

(e) Director means the director of neighborhood development services, and his designee(s). 

5-
183(b)(2) 

(2) To an individual under the age of eighteen (18) years ("infant"), or who is otherwise 
legally incompetent, then notice shall be provided by hand-delivering a copy thereof to such 
person's parent, guardian or committee. If such parent, guardian or committee cannot be 
found after a diligent search, the notice shall be sent by certified mail to the last known 
address of such parent, guardian or committee and a copy of the notice shall also be posted 
in a conspicuous place on the premises. If there be no guardian or committee, notice shall be 
given by delivering a copy thereof to any person found at the infant's or incompetent's usual 
place of abode who is a member of his or her family and who is sixteen (16) years of age or 
older. If such infant or incompetent resides at a residential or other treatment facility, adult 
care facility or nursing home, notice shall be given by delivering a copy to the officer or 
official who is in charge of such facility. If a family member or an officer or official cannot be 
located after reasonable efforts to do so, then a copy of the notice shall be posted at the 
front door of the infant's or incompetent's usual abode and a copy of the notice shall also be 
posted in a conspicuous place on the unsafe premises. Compliance with the procedure(s) set 
forth in this paragraph shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice. Copies of certified 
mail receipt(s) shall be sufficient evidence of mailing; an affidavit of the director shall be 
sufficient evidence of hand-delivery. 
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5-192(b) (b) Director shall mean and refer to the director of neighborhood development services and 
his designee(s). 

5-
198(d)(2) 

(2) To an individual under the age of eighteen (18) years ("infant"), or who is otherwise 
legally incompetent, then notice shall be provided by hand-delivering a copy thereof to such 
person's parent, guardian or committee. If such parent, guardian or committee cannot be 
found after a diligent search, the notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last known address of such parent, guardian or committee and a copy of 
the notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. If there be no 
guardian or committee, notice shall be given by delivering a copy thereof to any person 
found at the infant's or incompetent's usual place of abode who is a member of his or her 
family and who is sixteen (16) years of age or older. If such infant or incompetent resides at 
a residential or other treatment facility, adult care facility or nursing home, notice shall be 
given by delivering a copy to the officer or official who is in charge of such facility. If a family 
member or an officer or official cannot be located after reasonable efforts to do so, then a 
copy of the notice shall be posted at the front door of the infant's or incompetent's usual 
abode and a copy of the notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous place on the unsafe 
premises. Compliance with the procedure(s) set forth in this paragraph shall be deemed the 
equivalent of personal notice. Copies of certified mail receipt(s) shall be sufficient evidence 
of mailing; an affidavit of the director shall be sufficient evidence of hand-delivery. 

5-207 This chapter shall be administered and enforced by the city manager, or his or her designee, 
who may cause to be performed such tasks and inspections as he or she may deem 
reasonably necessary. 

5-208(a) (a) No landowner shall make or commence any blasting, nor shall any landowner allow any 
blasting to be made or commenced on his or her land, without first notifying the office of the 
city manager and obtaining a permit therefor. 

5-209(c) (c) The act of obtaining information or any approval as required by this division shall not 
excuse any person making any excavation or demolition by blasting from doing so in a 
careful and prudent manner nor shall it excuse such person from liability for any damage 
resulting from his or her negligence. 

6-5 Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a person from requiring a cable communications 
system to agree to indemnify the owner of property or his agents or representatives from 
liability for damages caused by the installation, operation, maintenance or removal of cable 
communications facilities. 

7-2 The mayor shall have authority and it shall be his duty to convey in the name and on behalf 
of the city to any purchaser thereof any grave space in any cemetery of the city to which the 
city has a clear title, provided the following is properly executed: 

 

"WHEREAS, the city treasurer has received the full purchase price of the property hereby 
conveyed as is evidenced by his signature hereto. 
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… 

 

"As a part of the consideration for this deed, it is mutually agreed as follows: 

 

"(1) This deed may be recorded in the clerk's office of the circuit court by and at the expense 
of the owner, and the city shall not permit the interment of any person in said space without 
the consent of the owner of the legal title to said space, or his or her heirs or personal 
representative. 

7-9(c) (c) The city treasurer shall be the custodian of the perpetual care fund and is authorized to 
invest the principal of the fund in such lawful investments as he deems appropriate. 

8-2 The city market shall be operated for the accommodation of any person desiring to make 
retail sales of farm produce, foodstuffs, art work or handicrafts grown or produced by him, 
members of his family or farm laborers employed by him upon property owned or leased by 
the seller. 

8-5 No person shall be allowed to sell any produce or articles in the city market unless he shall 
have first obtained a producers certificate pursuant to section 14-49(e) of this Code. 

10-5 Land disturbance or land-disturbing activity means any man-made change to the land 
surface that (i) actually or potentially changes its runoff characteristics, including, without 
limitation, clearing, grading, or excavation, or (ii) that may result in soil erosion from water 
or wind and the movement of sediments into state waters or onto lands in the 
Commonwealth, including, without limitation, clearing, grading, excavating, transporting 
and filling. The entire land area within a common plan of development or sale, as a whole, 
shall be considered to be a single land-disturbing activity. 

10-9(a)(2) 
a., b. 

a. The administrator, or any duly authorized agent of the administrator, shall promptly 
review the materials submitted with an application. The administrator or his agent shall 
determine the completeness of the application within fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt, 
in accordance with the procedure referenced in 9VAC25-870-108(B). 

 

b. The administrator or his agent shall act on a plan within the time period(s) and in 
accordance with the procedures referenced within 9VAC25-870-108(B). However, when a 
proposed erosion and sediment control plan is determined to be inadequate, notice of 
disapproval, stating the specific reasons for disapproval, will be communicated to the 
applicant within forty-five (45) days. 

10-
43(d)(1) 
(table) 

Additional measures - failure to install additional measures as deemed necessary by the 
administrator or his inspector once work has commenced 

10-57(f) (f) Pursuant to Virginia Code § 62.1-44.15:40, the administrator may require every permit 
applicant or permittee, any operator, or any other person subject to permit requirements, to 
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furnish when requested such application materials, plans, specifications, and other 
pertinent information as may be necessary to determine the effect of his discharge on the 
quality of state waters, or such other information as may be necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of this article. 

10-
59(c)(3) 

(3) Any person who knowingly violates any provision of this article, and who knows at that 
time that he or she thereby places another person in imminent danger of death or serious 
bodily harm, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a felony punishable by a term of 
imprisonment of not less than two (2) years or more than fifteen (15) years and a fine of not 
more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250,000), either or both. A defendant that is not an 
individual shall, upon conviction of a violation under this provision, be sentenced to pay a 
fine not exceeding the greater of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) or an amount that is 
three (3) times the economic benefit realized by the defendant as a result of the offense. The 
maximum penalty shall be doubled with respect to both fine and imprisonment, for any 
subsequent conviction of the same person under this provision. 

10-102 Impervious area means area covered by hard surfaces such as structures, paving, 
compacted gravel, concrete, or other man-made features that prevent, restrict, or impede 
the downward passage of stormwater into the underlying soil. 

11-62 The city treasurer shall keep his office in such place as is provided by the council. 

11-64 The city treasurer shall be custodian of all city funds. He shall receive all taxes and other 
revenues and money which it is his duty to collect from persons owing the same to the city. 
He also shall receive all funds collected by other officers of the city to be paid over to the 
treasurer. 

11-66 All sums received by the treasurer for public school purposes shall be credited by the 
treasurer to the order of the school board of the city and paid out by him on warrants of 
such board. 

11-92(c) (c) The director of finance shall also supervise the city assessor and provide general 
oversight over the office of the assessor of real estate, and perform such other duties as are 
required of him by the council. 

11-97 The director of finance shall examine all claims and demands for or against the city. No 
money shall be drawn from the treasury or paid to any person, unless the balance so due or 
payable is first audited, adjusted or determined by the director of finance. All accounts so 
audited and approved by the director of finance shall be paid by drawing his warrant on the 
treasurer, stating to whom payable, on what account and the particular appropriation from 
which the same is payable, and no money shall be drawn from the treasury except upon the 
warrant of the director of finance as aforesaid. In no other case shall any warrant be drawn 
by the director of finance for the payment of money, unless the same is authorized by some 
ordinance or resolution of the council, making a special appropriation to the person or 
department in whose behalf the same is drawn. 

11-128 The city treasurer is authorized and directed to invest the balance of the risk management 
fund in securities or other investments approved by state law for the investment of public 
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funds which he deems sufficiently liquid to permit the ready use of such fund for the 
payment of losses. The proceeds of such investments shall be reinvested in such fund. 

12-16(b), 
(d), (e), (f) 

(b) The fire chief is empowered to designate such subordinate officers and officials among 
the paid employees of the fire department as he may deem appropriate, including without 
limitation: designation of a local fire marshal and one (1) or more assistants, as deemed 
necessary by the fire chief, which assistants shall, in the absence of the fire marshal, shall 
have the powers and perform the duties of the fire marshal. 

 

(d) The fire chief shall have authority to purchase (subject to applicable procurement laws 
and regulations) operate, man and maintain equipment for fighting fires, performing 
emergency medical services, and for otherwise responding to emergency incidents, and to 
prescribe the terms and conditions upon which such equipment will be utilized. The fire 
chief shall perform all actions and shall have all duties as may be necessary to properly care 
for and to keep such property and equipment in good condition and working order. 

 

(e) The fire chief shall keep and maintain records of all emergency incidents, their place and 
time of occurrence, and such other information as the fire chief shall deem necessary or 
proper or the city manager may require. The fire chief shall deliver to his successor in office 
all such records, and all other records pertaining to the operation and management of the 
city fire department that may be in his possession or control. 

 

(f) The fire chief shall have general supervision of all fire hydrants in the city, and he shall 
report in writing to the director of public works whenever he deems it necessary or 
expedient that any fire hydrants should be erected, repaired or removed. 

12-17(a), 
(b) 

(a) As set forth within section 12-16(a), above, the fire chief, or in his absence another 
authorized member of the fire department, shall have control of the scene of an emergency 
incident. While the city's fire department is in the process of answering an alarm or 
operating at an emergency incident and returning to the station, the fire chief or other 
officer in charge of such operations at that time shall have the authority to: 

 

… 

 

(b) The fire chief or other officer in charge of the area of an emergency incident shall display 
his firefighter's or emergency medical services personnel badge, or other proper means of 
identification. Any person refusing to obey the order(s) of the fire chief or other officer in 
charge, or his deputies, shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. The fire chief or other 
officer in charge shall have the power to make arrests for violation of the provisions of this 
section. The authority described within this section may not be exercised to inhibit or 
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obstruct members of law-enforcement agencies or rescue squads from performing their 
normal duties when operating at an emergency incident. 

12-19 
(a)(1), 
(a)(2) 

(1) In addition to any other duties prescribed by law, the fire marshal and his assistants 
shall have the authority to arrest, to procure and serve warrants of arrest, and to issue 
summons in the manner authorized by general law for violation of fire prevention and fire 
safety laws and related ordinances. The authority granted in this section shall not be 
exercised by the fire marshal or any assistant until such person has satisfactorily completed 
a training course designed specifically for local fire marshals and their assistants and 
approved by the Virginia Fire Services Board. 

 

(2) The city's fire marshal and his assistants shall have the same police powers as a police 
officer or law enforcement officer, and these officers shall have responsibility for the 
investigation and prosecution of offenses involving hazardous materials, fires, fire 
bombings, bombings, attempts or threats to commit such offenses, false alarms relating to 
such offenses, and possession and manufacture of explosive devices, substances and fire 
bombs. However, the police powers granted in this section shall not be exercised by any 
local fire marshal or assistant until such person has satisfactorily completed a course for fire 
marshals with police powers, designated by the department of fire programs in cooperation 
with the department of criminal justice services, which course shall be approved by the 
Virginia Fire Services Board. In addition, fire marshals and their assistants with police 
powers shall continue to have and exercise those police powers only upon satisfactory 
participation in in-service and advanced courses and programs designated by the 
department of fire programs in cooperation with the department of criminal justice 
services, which courses shall be approved by the Virginia Fire Services Board. 

12-31(d)-
(f) 

(d) The city's fire department shall have responsibility to serve as the local enforcing agency 
for the SFPC. In carrying out such responsibility the fire department shall act by and 
through an executive official ("fire official") designated by the city's fire chief. Unless 
otherwise specified by the city's fire chief, the city's fire marshal shall serve as the city's fire 
official. The fire official and any fire department employees appointed by the fire chief to 
assist him, shall have authority to exercise the powers authorized within the SFPC and 
relevant provisions of the Statewide Fire Prevention Code Act, §§ 27-94 et seq. of the 
Virginia Code, as amended. The fire official may delegate duties and powers to his assistants 
appointed by the fire chief, but the fire official shall remain responsible for ensuring that 
any such delegated duties and powers are carried out in accordance with applicable 
provisions of law. 

 

(e) The fire official and his assistants shall have or obtain the qualifications and 
certifications specified within the SFPC. 

 

(f) The fire official shall keep and maintain official records of applications received, permits 
and certificates issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, and notices and orders issued. 
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The fire official shall deliver to his successor in office all such records that may be in his 
possession or control. 

12-32 
(a)(5)b., 
(a)(8)a., e. 

(a)(5)b. Any officer or member of the armed forces, while acting within the scope of his 
authority and duties as such, nor to any offer of sale or sale of fireworks to any authorized 
agent of such armed forces. 

 

… 

 

(a)(8)a. Open fires may be set in the performance of official duties by the fire chief or his 
designee when necessary: (i) for the abatement of a fire hazard which cannot be abated by 
other means; (ii) For training in firefighting or for research in control of fires under 
supervision of the fire chief or his designee; and (iii) In emergency or other extraordinary 
circumstances when open burning is determined by the fire chief to be in the public interest. 

 

… 

 

(a)(8)e. Where permitted, open burning shall be constantly monitored until the fire is 
extinguished. Fire extinguishing equipment shall be available for immediate use. 
Notwithstanding the above-listed exceptions, there is hereby reserved to the city's fire chief 
the authority to prohibit any and all open burning when in his determination smoke may 
cause reduced visibility on any highway, the fire is endangering adjacent property, or when 
flames, emissions or odors from the fire may otherwise constitute a hazard or nuisance. The 
fire chief or his designee may order the extinguishing of any fire which creates any such 
hazard(s) or nuisance(s). 

12-42(b) (b) Permits shall be issued in accordance with section 32.1-111.14 of the Virginia Code, as 
amended, by the city manager or his designee, upon such terms and conditions as may be 
needed to ensure the public health, safety and welfare. 

12-43(b) (b) In no event shall a person be denied transport for emergency medical services due to his 
or her inability to pay. 

13-26(b) (b) There shall be a chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary of the library board and any 
other officer deemed necessary. 

13-29 The librarian shall be responsible for the proper care of the regional library building and its 
contents. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the library board. 

13-31 The director of finance shall, annually, or as often as he may deem necessary, audit the 
accounts and inventory the property of the regional library and shall require the person 
receiving and expending library funds to keep accounts of all receipts and purchases in such 
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manner as the director of finance may prescribe. A report of such annual audit and 
inventory shall be made to the council not later than September tenth in each year. 

13-34(a) (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his possession any book or other property 
of the regional library which he shall fail to return within thirty (30) days after receiving 
notice in writing from the librarian; provided, that if such book is lost or destroyed, such 
person may, after being notified to return such book, pay to the librarian the value of the 
book, the value to be determined by the library board. 

14-2 Assessment shall mean a determination as to the proper rate of tax, the measure to which 
the tax rate is applied, and ultimately the amount of tax, including additional or omitted tax, 
that is due. An assessment shall include a written assessment made pursuant to notice by 
the assessing official or a self-assessment made by a taxpayer upon the filing of a return or 
otherwise not pursuant to notice. Assessments shall be deemed made by an assessing 
official when a written notice of assessment is delivered to the taxpayer by the assessing 
official or an employee of the assessing official, or mailed to the taxpayer at his last known 
address. Self-assessments shall be deemed made when a return is filed, or if no return is 
required, when the tax is paid. A return filed or tax paid before the last day prescribed by 
ordinance for the filing or payment thereof shall be deemed to be filed or paid on the last 
day specified for the filing of a return of the payment of tax, as the case may be. 

 

… 

 

Gross receipts shall mean… 

 

The following items are excluded from gross receipts: … 

 

(11) Amounts collected by any provider of funeral services on behalf of, and paid to, another 
person providing goods or services in connection with a funeral, if the goods or services 
were contracted for by the provider of funeral services to his customer. A provider of 
funeral services claiming the exclusion shall identify on its license application each person 
to whom the excluded receipts have been paid and the amount of the excluded receipts paid 
by the provider of funeral services to such person. As used in this paragraph, the term 
"provider of funeral services" shall mean any person engaged in the funeral service 
profession, operating a funeral service establishment, or acting as a funeral director or 
embalmer. 

 

… 
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Retail merchant means any person making sales of goods, wares or merchandise for any 
purpose other than resale (but not including sales to institutional, commercial and 
industrial users, where the quantity, price or other circumstances of such sales indicate that 
such sales constitute sales at wholesale). Any person who shall manufacture and sell goods, 
wares or merchandise at retail at the place of manufacture is classified as a retail merchant 
for the purposes of this chapter, and shall be licensed as such. Any person engaged in a 
short-term rental business, as defined in City Code section 30-316, is classified as a retail 
merchant for the purposes of this chapter, and shall be licensed as such. Any person who 
shall cook, or otherwise furnish for compensation, diet, refreshments of any kind, for casual 
visitors at his house, for consumption therein, and who does not furnish lodging, and who is 
not the keeper of a hotel or lodging house, is classified as a retail merchant for the purposes 
of this chapter, and shall be licensed as such. Any person who shall sell soft drinks from a 
soda fountain is also classified as a retail merchant and shall be licensable as such, and for 
the purpose of measuring his license tax, his gross receipts shall be regarded as sales. 

14-3(c), 
(e) 

(c) No business license under this chapter shall be issued to any property bail bondsman 
unless and until (i) prior to July 1, 2005, the applicant shall produce a certificate from the 
judge of the circuit court of the county or city in which he conducts the business of a 
property bail bondsman, or in which he desires to conduct such business (a license granted 
to a property bail bondsman in any such county or city shall authorize such person to enter 
into such bond(s) in any other county or city), or (ii) effective on or after July 1, 2005, the 
applicant shall produce a valid bail bondsman license issued by the department of criminal 
justice services; provided, however, that any bail bondsman who, prior to July 1, 2004 
obtained the certificate referenced in (i), above, and such certificate and right to act as a 
property bail bondsman remains in full force and effect, such certificate shall be sufficient 
evidence of the state approval prerequisite to issuance of a city business license. No 
property bail bondsman or his agent shall enter into any bond or bonds within the city until 
he has obtained a city business license, as required by subsection (a), above, or unless he 
holds a valid business license issued by another city or county in which he engages in the 
business of property bail bonding. The failure of any property bail bondsman to comply 
with the requirements of this subsection shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor, and in 
addition to any criminal penalty to which it may be entitled, the city may revoke any 
business license issued by it to such person. 

 

(e) If the commissioner has knowledge of a violation of this section, it shall be his duty to 
cause the person in violation to be summoned before him to obtain the required license, or 
to cause such person to be summoned before the general district court to be tried for the 
violation, or both. The duty herein imposed on the commissioner shall not relieve the police 
force of the city from the general duty of enforcing the provisions of this chapter or any 
other ordinance of the city. 

14-6(a), 
(b), (e) 

Jeopardize by delay means a finding, based on specific facts, that a taxpayer desires to (i) 
depart quickly from the locality; (ii) remove his property therefrom; (iii) conceal himself or 
his property; or (iv) do any other act tending to prejudice, or to render wholly or partially 
ineffectual, proceedings to collect the tax for the period in question. 
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… 

 

(b) Filing and contents of administrative appeal. Any person assessed with a local license 
tax as a result of an appealable event as defined in this section may file an administrative 
appeal of the assessment within one (1) year from the last day of the tax year for which such 
assessment is made, or within one (1) year from the date of the appealable event, whichever 
is later, with the commissioner of the revenue. The appeal must be filed in good faith and 
sufficiently identify the taxpayer, the tax periods covered by the challenged assessments, 
the amount in dispute, the remedy sought, each alleged error in the assessment, the grounds 
upon which the taxpayer relies, and any other facts relevant to the taxpayer's contention. 
The commissioner of revenue may hold a conference with the taxpayer if requested by the 
taxpayer, or require submission of additional information and documents, an audit or 
further audit, or other evidence deemed necessary for a proper and equitable determination 
of the appeal. The assessment placed at issue in the appeal shall be deemed prima facie 
correct. The commissioner of revenue shall undertake a full review of the taxpayer's claims 
and issue a written determination to the taxpayer setting forth the facts and arguments in 
support of his decision. 

 

… 

 

(e) Procedure in event of nondecision. Any taxpayer whose administrative appeal to the 
commissioner of the revenue has been pending for more than one (1) year without the 
issuance of a final determination may, upon not less than thirty (30) days' written notice to 
the commissioner of the revenue, elect to treat the appeal as denied and appeal the 
assessment to the tax commissioner. The tax commissioner shall not consider an appeal 
filed pursuant to the provisions of this subsection if he finds that the absence of a final 
determination on the part of the commissioner of the revenue was caused by the willful 
failure or refusal of the taxpayer to provide information requested and reasonably needed 
by the commissioner of revenue to make his determination. 

14-7(a)(1) (1) The gross receipts of a contractor shall be attributed to the definite place of business at 
which his services are performed, or if his services are not performed at any definite place 
of business, then the definite place of business from which his services are directed or 
controlled, unless the contractor is subject to the provisions of Virginia Code Section 58.1-
3715, as amended; 

14-9(a), 
(d), (e) 

(a) The commissioner of the revenue shall designate some person in his office to act as 
license inspector of the city, and may designate such other persons in his office to act as 
deputy license inspectors as he may deem necessary and proper. The license inspector and 
all deputy license inspectors shall at all times be under the supervision and control of the 
commissioner of revenue. 
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… 

 

(d) The license inspector is authorized and empowered to summons any person before him, 
in the office of the commissioner, and require the production of any or all of such persons' 
records, books and papers relevant to the matter under investigation. The license inspector 
is authorized and empowered to make other investigations and audits of the records, books 
and papers of such person, as the license inspector shall deem proper in order to accurately 
determine the proper return to be made by such person. If it shall appear that purchases, 
sales, amount of business or other matters pertinent to the assessment have been 
incorrectly reported or returned or underestimated, the license inspector and auditor shall 
make a report to the commissioner who, if he is satisfied that such person has made an 
incorrect report or return or an underestimate, shall assess such person with the proper 
city license tax and with such penalty as may be provided for in this chapter. 

 

(e) Any person who refuses to (i) furnish to the commissioner of revenue or his designated 
inspector access to books of account or other papers and records, (ii) furnish information to 
the commissioner of revenue or his designated inspector relating to the assessment of taxes, 
(iii) answer under oath questions touching any person's tax liability, or (iv) exhibit to the 
commissioner of revenue or his designated inspector any subject of taxation liable to 
assessment by the commissioner of revenue, shall be deemed guilty of a Class 3 
misdemeanor. Each day's refusal to furnish such access or information shall constitute a 
separate offense. No person other than the taxpayer shall be convicted hereunder, unless 
such person has willfully failed to comply with a summons properly issued under Virginia 
Code § 58.1-3110. 

14-11(a), 
(b), (d), 
(e), (g) 

(a) Every person shall apply for a license for each business or profession when engaging in a 
business in the city if (i) the person has a definite place of business in the city; (ii) there is 
no definite place of business anywhere and the person resides in the city; (iii) there is no 
definite place of business in the city but the person operates amusement machines or is 
classified as an itinerant merchant, peddler, carnival, or circus, a contractor subject to 
Virginia Code § 58.1-3715, as amended, or a public service corporation; or (iv) when any 
person shall, by use of signs, circulars, cards or use of city newspapers or local radio or 
televisions stations, advertise any business, it shall be considered prima facie evidence of 
his liability under this chapter, and he shall be required to take out a license for such 
business. 

 

(b) Such application shall be written and delivered to the commissioner and shall state the 
residence of the applicant, the nature and proposed location of the business or profession. 
Such application shall be upon such form as may be prescribed by the commissioner of 
revenue. The commissioner shall keep such application on file in his office. Every 
underestimate or overestimate under this section shall be subject to correction by the 
commissioner, whose duty it shall be to review all estimated license taxes or issuance fees 
and assess any additional license taxes or fees as may be found to be due after the close of 
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the license year on the basis of true sales, purchases, gross receipts or commissions. Any 
taxpayer who has overestimated shall be entitled to a refund of the amount overestimated. 

 

… 

 

(d) Any person who is both a wholesale merchant and a retail merchant is hereby required 
to obtain both classes of licenses; provided, however, that any retail merchant who desires 
to do a wholesale business also may elect to do such wholesale business under his retailer's 
license, by paying license taxes under such articles as a retailer on both his retail business 
and his wholesale business: but this proviso shall not apply to any retail merchant the 
greater part of whose business at the licensed place during the next preceding year was 
wholesale, nor to a beginner the greater part of whose business is estimated will be 
wholesale for the period covered by the license. 

 

(e) Every person liable for a license issuance fee or license tax which, under this chapter, is 
based upon the amount of his actual or probable purchases, sales or commissions, or of the 
gross receipts from his business or profession, or graded in any other way shall, before he is 
granted such license, be required to make oath in writing before some notary public, not 
himself a state or city officer or directly or indirectly employed by such officer, or before the 
commissioner of revenue, upon forms furnished, showing the amount of his actual or 
probable purchases, sales or commissions, or of the gross receipts from his business or 
profession, or of the fair value of articles manufactured, processed or produced, or any 
other matter that may be pertinent to the assessment of the tax on such license. In the case 
of a corporation, such oath shall be made by the chief officer or agent resident in the city or 
in charge of the business, and in the case of an unincorporated firm, by any member thereof. 
The form of such oath shall be such that the application and oath shall be separately made 
and signed. 

 

… 

 

(g) If any person shall make any false statement in any application or affidavit required by 
this section, he shall be guilty of a violation of this chapter. 

14-12(a), 
(d) 

(a) Each person subject to a license issuance fee or license tax shall apply for a license prior 
to beginning business if he was not subject to licensure in the city on or before January 1 of 
the license year, or no later than March 1 of the license year if he had been issued a license 
for the preceding year. The application shall be on forms prescribed by the commissioner. 

 

(d) If the amount owed is not paid by the appropriate due date as set forth above, a penalty 
of ten (10) percent of the amount owed shall be imposed. In the case of an assessment of 
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additional tax made by the commissioner, if the application, and if applicable the return, 
were made in good faith and the understatement of the tax was not due to any fraud, 
reckless or intentional disregard of the law by the taxpayer, there shall be no late payment 
penalty assessed with the additional tax. If any assessment of issuance fee or tax by the 
commissioner is not paid within thirty (30) days, the commissioner of revenue shall impose 
a ten (10) percent late payment penalty. If the failure to file and pay was not the fault of the 
taxpayer, the penalty shall not be imposed, or if imposed, shall be abated by the 
commissioner. In order to demonstrate lack of fault, the taxpayer must show that he acted 
responsibly and that the failure was due to events beyond his control. Only the late filing 
penalty shall be imposed by the commissioner if both the application and payment are late; 
however, both penalties may be assessed if the commissioner determines that the taxpayer 
has a history of noncompliance. 

14-16(c), 
(d), (e) 

(c) When a contractor's principal office is outside the city, and such contractor has no 
branch office within the city, and where such contractor has paid any local license tax 
required by the county, city or town in which his principal office and any branch office or 
offices may be located, no further license or license tax shall be required by the city; 
however, when the amount of business done by any such contractor in the city exceeds the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) in any license year, such contractor shall 
be required to obtain a city business license and to pay the business license tax imposed by 
the city. The amount of business done in the city may be deducted by the contractor from 
the gross revenue reported to the locality in which the principal office or any branch office 
of the contractor is located. 

 

(1) A contractor whose principal office is outside the city and who accepts contracts to be 
performed in the city, the completion of which would extend over a period of more than one 
(1) license year, shall be treated in the same manner as a beginner, and shall be required to 
file an estimate of the amount of gross receipts he will receive from such contracts during 
each year in which the contractor does business in the city. These estimates shall be subject 
to correction and adjustment at the end of each year by the commissioner of revenue in the 
same manner as adjustments are made for beginners' licenses under section 14-13. 

 

… 

 

(d) Every contractor who proposes to do work in the city, for which a permit must be 
obtained from the building official of the city, shall, upon making application for such 
permit, furnish that official and the commissioner of revenue a list of all his subcontractors. 
In the event any or all of such subcontracts have not been awarded at that time, the 
contractor shall furnish such list in writing to such officials immediately upon the awarding 
of such subcontracts, and shall not allow the work under any subcontract to proceed until 
the subcontractor shall have obtained the necessary city licenses for the then current year. 
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(e) No business license shall be issued to any contractor who (i) has not obtained or is not 
maintaining workers' compensation coverage for his employees and (ii) at the time of 
application for the issuance or re-issuance of a business license is required to obtain or 
maintain such coverage pursuant to Chapter 8 (§ 65.2-800 et seq.) of Title 65.2 of the Code 
of Virginia (1950), as amended. At the time a contractor makes application for a business 
license he shall provide written certification that he is in compliance with the provisions of 
Chapter 8 of Title 65.2 and that he will remain in compliance with such provisions at all 
times during the effective period of any such business license. The contractor's signed 
certification will be forwarded to the Virginia Worker's Compensation Commission. Any 
person who knowingly presents or causes to be presented to the city a false certificate shall 
be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

14-17(d) (d) Subclassification C: Peddlers - Generally. … 

 

Every vehicle used in peddling shall have conspicuously displayed thereon the name of the 
peddler, together with the street and number, city and state of his residence. 

 

Any person selling or offering to sell as a peddler shall exhibit his license on demand of any 
citizen of this city; and upon his failure or refusal to do so, he shall be subject to the 
penalties for doing business without a license. 

 

… 

 

Upon receipt of such certificate and such other evidence under oath as may be sufficient to 
establish the fact that the applicant is entitled to the certificate, the Commissioner shall 
endorse on one (1) copy of such certificate the fact and date of its filing and shall deliver 
such copy to the applicant. The applicant shall thereafter, at all times while engaged in 
peddling within this city, have such copy in his possession, and upon request by an officer of 
the city charged with enforcing of this chapter, exhibit such certificate. The Commissioner 
and his employees may administer the oaths required by this subsection. 

 

Any peddler failing to exhibit such certificate in violation of this subsection, or making any 
false statement in the certificate or affidavit aforesaid, or by permitting the certificate to be 
used in the sale of any family supplies of a perishable nature not grown or produced by him 
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 

No city license shall be required of persons offering items for sale in the officially 
established city market created pursuant to Chapter 8 of this Code; provided, that such 
persons shall first obtain from the city's department of parks and recreation a producer's 
certificate pursuant to the provisions of this section for sale at the city market and at no 
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other place. Such certificate may include farm produce, food stuffs, art work or handicrafts 
grown or produced by the seller, members of his family or farm laborers employed by the 
seller, and not purchased by the seller for resale. Such certificates shall be used by the 
producers themselves and shall in no case be transferable to any third parties. The 
Commissioner is authorized to delegate to the department of parks and recreation the 
authority to issue such certificates only for use at the city market. 

14-20 
(c)(3), 
(c)(4), 
(c)(6) 

(3) A distributor or vendor of seafood who catches seafood and sells only the seafood 
caught by him; 

 

(4) A farmer or producer of agricultural products who sells only the farm or agricultural 
products produced or grown by him; 

 

… 

 

(6) A manufacturer who is subject to Virginia tax on intangible personal property who 
peddles at wholesale only those goods, wares or merchandise manufactured by him at a 
plant, whose intangible personal property is taxed by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Ch. 15 
(Section 
Analysis) 

Sec. 15-248. Rider not to attach vehicle or himself to another vehicle. 

 

15-4(b), 
(c)(1), 
(c)(4), 
(c)(6), (d), 
(e)(1) 

(b) The traffic engineer, subject to direction and approval by the city manager, shall have 
power to regulate traffic by means of traffic officers or traffic lights or other signaling 
devices on any portion of the street where traffic is heavy or continuous, or where in his 
judgment conditions may require, and may regulate the use of the streets by processions or 
assemblages. 

 

(c) The traffic engineer shall also have the authority, subject to direction and approval by 
the city manager, to: 

 

(1) Erect and maintain upon the sidewalks and streets of the city such signs, signals and 
other devices for controlling traffic, and for regulation of parking, as he may deem 
necessary, including, without limitation signs designating spaces for loading zones, bus 
stops, taxicab stands and other places in which no parking will be permitted other than by 
the type of vehicle indicated on such sign. Nothing contained within this section 15-4 shall 
authorize the traffic engineer to establish any loading zone on the Downtown Pedestrian 
Mall, as that term is defined within City Code section 28-2. 
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… 

 

(4) Enact and enforce additional regulations, and to repeal, amend or modify any 
regulations, for controlling traffic on city streets, designating the time, place and manner in 
which vehicles may be allowed to park, stop or stand on city streets (including the 
installation and maintenance of parking meters and establishment of parking meter zones), 
and prescribing the rates and time limits for parking meters in various locations, all as he 
shall deem necessary and consistent with applicable provisions of the City Code. 

 

… 

 

(6) Decisions of the traffic engineer, and regulations enacted by him, shall be set forth in 
writing. 

 

… 

 

(d) Any proposal of the traffic engineer to regulate parking pursuant to this section, when 
such regulation would be or remain effective for thirty (30) days or more, shall be set forth 
in writing and advertised for a period of at least fourteen (14) days ("public comment 
period") prior to taking effect. Notice of the proposed regulation (i) shall be posted on the 
city's website, (ii) shall be provided in writing to affected city agencies, and (iii) shall be 
posted along any street(s), or portions thereof, that are the subject of the decision. The 
traffic engineer may provide such additional notice of a proposed regulation as they deem 
reasonable and necessary. Following the required public comment period, the traffic 
engineer may make any changes he deems appropriate and shall prepare a final, written 
decision, which shall take effect on the date on which such decision is signed by the traffic 
engineer. 

 

… 

 

(e)(1) With respect to any petition that proposes to establish or eliminate a parking 
regulation that is or would be effective for a period of longer than thirty (30) days, the city 
manager shall refer the petition to the traffic engineer for review. The traffic engineer shall 
prepare a proposed ruling upon the petition and his proposed ruling shall be subject to 
public comment following the procedures set forth in paragraph (d) of this section. 
Following the required public comment period, the traffic engineer may make any changes 
he deems appropriate and shall prepare a final written decision on the petition, which shall 
take effect on the date on which such decision is signed by the traffic engineer, which date 
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shall be no later than six (6) weeks from the date the petition was received by the city 
manager. 

15-7(a)(2) (2) Authorize the designation and posting of streets as snow routes. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to obstruct or impede traffic on a street designated and posted as a snow route 
by reason of his failure to have the vehicle operated by him equipped with snow tires or 
chains. 

15-9(b) (b) The police department shall make accident reports available for inspection, and shall 
furnish copies of the motor vehicle accident report and photographs, only to the following 
persons: any person involved or injured in the accident or his attorney, or any authorized 
representative of any insurance carrier reasonably anticipating exposure to civil liability as 
a consequence of the accident. The police department shall charge a fee for copies of the 
reports and photographs, in the amount of fifteen dollars ($15.00), and shall not furnish 
such copies to the requesting person until such fee is paid. 

15-36(a) (a) Subject vehicles. For each and every calendar year, every person who owns or leases any 
motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer that is normally garaged, stored or parked within the 
city for all or a portion of that year shall obtain a city license for such motor vehicle, trailer 
or semitrailer. If persons administering the provisions of this ordinance cannot determine 
where such motor vehicle is normally garaged, stored or parked, then such person shall be 
required to obtain a city license for the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer if he is a 
domiciliary of the City of Charlottesville. 

15-39(b) (b) Application for the required license shall be made by the owner to the city treasurer. 
The application shall contain information identifying the owner, his city address, and a 
serial number and description of the vehicle or device for which a license is sought 
(including the make and model). Upon receipt of a proper application, the treasurer shall 
issue the license and a license plate, sticker or decal to be attached to the vehicle or device 
for which the license is issued. The fee for the license required by this section shall be 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00). When a license plate, sticker or decal is lost, stolen, mutilated 
or otherwise becomes illegible, a duplicate may be furnished by the city treasurer upon 
payment of two dollars ($2.00) to the city treasurer. An owner shall be allowed to purchase 
only one (1) duplicate at two dollars ($2.00) per license year; additional duplicates within 
the same license year must be purchased at the fee for a new license. 

15-101 
(b)(4) 

(4) At the time of designation pursuant to this ordinance, the city traffic engineer, or her 
designee, has determined that a speeding problem exists on the street or highway, as 
documented by data demonstrating that motorists regularly exceed the posted speed limit 
by at least ten (10) miles per hour. 

15-132(d) (d) For the purposes of this section, and for the purposes of section 15-133, the terms 
"disabled person" and "person with a disability" shall each have the same meaning as the 
term "person with a disability that limits or impairs his ability to walk" as set forth within 
Va. Code § 46.2-1240. 

15-149(a), 
(c)(2), (d) 

(a) A summons or parking ticket for violation of the city's parking regulations within this 
article may be issued by city police officers, other uniformed city employees authorized by 
the chief of police to enforce the provisions of this article, or by uniformed personnel 
serving under contract with the city. Any such summons or ticket shall be posted on the 
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windshield of each vehicle found illegally parked on city streets or city operated parking 
lots. Such summons or parking ticket shall state that the recipient of the summons or ticket 
may elect to waive his or her right to appear and be tried for the offense indicated in the 
summons or ticket. 

 

… 

 

(2) The recipient of a parking violation notice shall indicate on the request for review 
whether a hearing in court is requested in the event administrative review does not resolve 
the violation. If a court hearing is requested, and administrative review does not result in a 
dismissal of the violation, then the recipient of the violation will be notified to appear in 
court on a specific date. If the recipient declined to request a court hearing, and the request 
for review was made within ninety-six (96) hours of the violation, then the recipient of the 
violation notice shall have an additional ninety-six (96) hours after the administrative 
denial of his request to remit the fine to the treasurer before the amount thereof is doubled. 

 

(d) In the event that the recipient of a parking violation notice fails either (i) to timely pay 
the fine as specified in paragraphs (b) or (c)(2), above, or (ii) to request a court hearing as 
part of his request for review, then the unpaid ticket will be kept on file in the city 
treasurer's office until paid. Any vehicle for which there are three (3) or more unsettled 
parking violations shall be subject to towing or immobilization as provided in City Code 
section 15-301 and section 15-302. 

15-151(2) (2) Vehicles displaying a permit issued by the city manager (or his designee) of the city 
engineer, to authorize certain construction-related activities, when being used for the 
purpose for which the permit has been issued. Such a permit may be issued to authorize the 
presence of vehicles that are essential to perform construction activities with respect to a 
building having frontage along the downtown pedestrian mall, or which are essential to the 
installation or removal of heavy equipment or fixtures to or from such a building; however, 
no such permit may be used to allow motor vehicles on the downtown pedestrian mall 
where such vehicles are merely used to transport or deliver persons or light tools to any 
such building. 

15-176(b) (b) No person shall permit a vehicle operated by him or under his control or registered in 
his name to be or remain parked in any metered parking space after the paid time in such 
space has expired. This provision shall not apply to the act of parking or the necessary time 
which is required to deposit payment in such meter. 

15-202 Director of neighborhood development services means the head of the department of 
neighborhood development services or his designee. 

 

… 
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Guest means a person who for a short period of time visits the residents of an affected 
household and who solely by reason of that visit needs a temporary place to park (including, 
without limitation a person who is employed and actually at work within such household). 
The term guest does not mean or include a person who resides, in any capacity, within an 
affected household. A guest may not use or attempt to use a guest permit to park in a 
residential parking zone while he or she attends school, college classes or work in or near 
such zone. 

 

Permit means a decal, or "sticker" issued by the city treasurer or her designee(s) in 
accordance with this division, or, when used as part of the term "guest permit" a tag suitable 
for hanging from the center (interior) rear view mirror of a vehicle. 

15-203 
(b)(3) 

(3) Upon receipt of confirmation that an on-street parking survey shows that the on-street 
parking spaces meet both the seventy-five (75) percent and fifty (50) percent occupancy 
tests described above, then once per calendar year, between May 1 and June 30, the city 
manager shall certify this fact to the city council along with any recommendation he may 
have to whether council should implement restricted parking in the proposed restricted 
parking area, and a date shall be set between May 1 and June 30 for council consideration of 
the proposed restricted parking area. 

15-203.1 
(b)(3) 

(3) Upon receipt of confirmation that an on-street parking survey shows that fewer than 
fifty (50) percent of the total number of on-street parking spaces on one or more blocks 
within a restricted parking area are occupied, and/or (ii) that the use of property adjacent 
to one or more blocks within a restricted parking area is less than fifty (50) percent 
residential, then, once per calendar year, between May 1 and June 30, the city manager shall 
certify this fact to the city council along with any recommendation he or the traffic engineer 
may have as to whether council should remove parking restrictions with respect to the 
restricted parking area or block(s) in question, and a date shall be set between May 1 and 
June 30 for council consideration of the matter. 

15-210 
(d)(6) 

(6) A person who moves from a block or disposes of a vehicle without replacement within a 
restricted parking area must surrender his permit. Any person who surrenders a permit in 
the months of August through January of a permit year shall be entitled to a partial fifty (50) 
percent refund of the fee paid pursuant to this section for such permit. When a permit is not 
surrendered as required, no new permit(s) for the permit year in question shall be issued to 
a person having the same residence address, unless an applicant can show convincing proof 
that the residence address of the person to whom the non-surrendered permit was issued 
has changed to a location which is at least seventy-five (75) miles from the city limits. 

15-211 
(b)(2) 

(2) Guest permits may be temporarily loaned by the member(s) of one affected household 
to another within the same restricted parking block, for the purpose of accommodating a 
large gathering of guests at a particular household. Otherwise, an applicant to whom a guest 
permit is issued may not loan, assign, sell or otherwise convey a guest permit to a person 
who is not a guest in his household. 
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15-237 Any bicycle or moped owner residing in the city, who desires to do so, may register his 
vehicle with the fire department and present the same for inspection as to its safe operating 
condition, during such times and according to such procedures as may be established by the 
fire chief. Such inspection shall include any examination of the operational safety of the 
wheels, tires, frame, fork, seat, brakes, pedals, chain, handlebars, lights, reflectors and other 
working parts or safety features of the vehicle. Upon such inspection and approval the fire 
chief shall issue to the owner of the vehicle a registration device or seal and a registration 
card, at no cost to the owner. The registration device shall be attached to the frame of the 
vehicle. The registration card shall show the registration number, the vehicle identification 
number and the name and address of the owner. Such registration shall remain in effect 
during the period such vehicle is operated within the city. The fire chief shall establish 
appropriate procedures for the transfer of such registration upon sale or transfer of the 
vehicle. 

15-242(b) (b) Every person operating a moped on a city street shall wear a face shield, safety glasses 
or goggles of a type approved by the Superintendent of the Department of State Police, or 
have his moped equipped with safety glass or a windshield, at all times while operating such 
vehicle. A violation of this provision shall be punishable by a fine of not more than fifty 
dollars ($50.00). 

15-248 Sec. 15-248. Rider not to attach vehicle or himself to another vehicle. 

 

No person riding upon any bicycle, electric power-assisted bicycle, motorized skateboard or 
scooter, or moped may attach the same or himself to any other vehicle on the roadway. 

15-273(a) (a) When the chief of police takes into custody an abandoned motor vehicle he shall notify, 
within fifteen (15) days thereof, by certified mail, return receipt requested, the owner of 
record of the motor vehicle and all persons having security interests therein of record, that 
the vehicle has been taken into custody. The notice shall describe the year, make, model and 
serial [vehicle identification] number of the vehicle, set forth the location of the facility 
where the vehicle is being held, inform the owner and any persons having security interests 
of their right to reclaim the vehicle within fifteen (15) days after the date of the notice, upon 
payment of all towing, preservation and storage charges resulting from placing the vehicle 
in custody. The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or persons having security 
interests to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle within the time provided shall 
constitute a waiver by the owner, and all persons having any security interests, of all right, 
title and interest in the vehicle, and a consent to the sale of the vehicle at a public auction. 
The consequences of failure to reclaim an abandoned motor vehicle shall be as set forth in 
the notice given pursuant to this section. 

15-277(a), 
(b) 

(a) No demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires a motor vehicle for purposes of 
wrecking, dismantling or demolition shall be required to obtain a certificate of title for such 
vehicle in his own name. After the vehicle has been demolished, processed or changed so 
that it physically is no longer a motor vehicle, the demolisher shall surrender to the state 
department of motor vehicles for cancellation the certificate of title or sales receipt therefor. 
The state department of motor vehicles shall issue such forms, rules and regulations 
governing the surrender of sales receipts and certificates of title as are appropriate. 
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(b) A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete record of all motor vehicles 
purchased or received by him in the course of his business. These records shall contain the 
name and address of the person from whom each such motor vehicle was purchased or 
received and the date when such purchases or receipts occurred. 

15-300 If the owner of a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer impounded under this article fails or 
refuses to pay the costs referred to in section 15-299, or if the identity or whereabouts of 
the owner is unknown and unascertainable after a diligent search has been made, and after 
notice to him at his last known address and to the holder of any lien of record in the office of 
the state department of motor vehicles against the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, the 
vehicle shall be treated as an abandoned vehicle under the provisions of article VII of this 
chapter. 

15-301(c) (c) The owner of a vehicle removed under this section may reclaim it upon payment of all 
costs incidental to its removal and storage and of locating the owner. Costs of removal and 
storage shall constitute a lien on the vehicle in favor of the towing and storage operator. 
Such charges shall be in addition to any fine which may be levied for parking in violation of 
this chapter. In the case of a vehicle towed due to having prior unsettled parking violations, 
all outstanding fines must also be paid before the vehicle may be reclaimed. If the owner 
fails or refuses to pay such costs and fines, or if his identity or whereabouts is unknown and 
unascertainable after a diligent search has been made, and after notice to him at his last 
known address and to the holder of any lien of record with the department of motor 
vehicles against the vehicle, the vehicle may be disposed of in accordance with sections 15-
273 and 15-274 of the City Code. 

15-302(c), 
(d) 

(c) The owner of an immobilized vehicle, or other person acting on his behalf, shall be 
allowed at least twenty-four (24) hours from the time of immobilization to repossess or 
secure the release of the vehicle. After this twenty-four-hour period, if the owner has failed 
to repossess or secure the release of the vehicle, then police may remove the vehicle to a 
storage area for safekeeping. Such removal shall be by or under the direction of a police 
officer. 

 

(d) The owner of the vehicle, or other person acting on his behalf, shall be permitted to 
repossess or to secure the release of the vehicle by payment of the outstanding parking 
violation notices for which the vehicle was immobilized and by payment of all costs 
incidental to the immobilization, removal, and storage of the vehicle, and the efforts to 
locate the owner of the vehicle. Should the owner fail or refuse to pay such fines and costs, 
or should the identity or whereabouts of the owner be unknown and unascertainable after a 
diligent search has been made, then after notice to the owner at his last known address, and 
to the holder of any lien of record with the department of motor vehicles, the vehicle may be 
disposed of in accordance with section 15-273 and section 15-274 of the City Code. 

15-412(b) (b) The advisory board shall meet at the call of the chairperson, or two (2) members of the 
advisory board after notice to all members, or upon request of the city council. The advisory 
board shall meet at least once per year. The staff of the advisory board shall be from the 
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Charlottesville Police Department. The chief of police, or his or her designee, shall attend all 
meetings of the advisory board. 

15-422 An operator shall maintain written and electronic records for each towed or immobilized 
vehicle for a period of three (3) years after such tow or immobilization, and they shall be 
produced at any time, upon reasonable notice, to the towing coordinator or his or her 
designee. Records to be retained shall include: 

17-
7(b)(4), 
(b)(6), 
(g)(1)a.1., 
(G)(1)b.1.-
3. 

(b)(4) The minor is on the sidewalk directly abutting a place where he or she resides with a 
parent; or 

 

… 

 

(b)(6) The minor is on an errand at the direction of a parent, and the minor has in his or her 
possession a writing signed by the parent containing the following information: the name, 
signature, address and telephone number of the parent authorizing the errand, the 
telephone number where the parent may be reached during the errand, the name of the 
minor, and a brief description of the errand, the minor's destination(s) and the hours the 
minor is authorized to be engaged in the errand; or 

 

… 

 

(g)(1)a.1. If the minor has not previously been issued a warning for any such violation, then 
the officer shall issue a verbal warning to the minor, which shall be followed by a written 
warning mailed by the police department to the minor and his or her parent(s), or 

 

… 

 

(g)(1)b.1. Release the minor to his or her parent(s); or 

 

2. Place the minor in a temporary care facility for a period not to exceed the remainder of 
the curfew hours, so that his or her parent(s) may retrieve the minor; or 

 

3. If a minor refuses to give an officer his or her name and address, refuses to give the name 
and address of his or her parent(s), or if no parent can be located prior to the end of the 
applicable curfew hours, or if located, no parent appears to accept custody of the minor, the 
minor may be taken to a nonsecure crisis center or juvenile shelter and/or may be taken to 
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a judge or intake officer of the juvenile court to be dealt with in the manner and pursuant to 
such procedures as required by law. (Ref. Va. Code § 16.1-260(H)(1); § 16.1-278.6; §§ 16.1-
241(A)(1)). 

17-10 A person is guilty of disorderly conduct and a Class 1 misdemeanor if, with the intent to 
cause public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof, he: 

17-11(a) (a) No person shall resist, abuse, obstruct or hinder any police officer or any other officer or 
employee of the city in the discharge of his duty, or any contractor or other person in the 
execution of any work for the city. 

17-12 If any person profanely curses or swears or is drunk in public he shall be deemed guilty of a 
Class 4 misdemeanor. 

17-18(a) (a) In any prosecution or action under section 17-16 or 17-17, the making, drawing, uttering 
or delivery of a check, draft or order, payment of which is refused by the drawee because of 
lack of funds or credit shall be prima facie evidence of intent to defraud or of knowledge of 
insufficient funds in, or credit with, such bank, banking institution, trust company or other 
depository unless such maker or drawer, or someone for him, shall have paid the holder 
thereof the amount due thereon, together with interest, and protest fees, if any, within five 
(5) days after receiving written notice that such check, draft, or order has not been paid to 
the holder thereof. Notice mailed by certified or registered mail, evidenced by return 
receipt, to the last known address of the maker or drawer shall be deemed sufficient and 
equivalent to notice having been received by the maker or drawer. 

17-25 If any person without authority of law goes upon or remains upon the lands, buildings or 
premises of another, or any portion or area thereof, after having been forbidden to do so, 
either orally or in writing, by the owner, lessee, custodian or other person lawfully in charge 
thereof, or after having been forbidden to do so by signs posted by such persons or by the 
holder of any easement or other right-of-way authorized by the instrument creating such 
interest to post such signs on such lands, structures, premises or portion or area thereof at a 
place or places where it or they may be reasonably seen, or if any person, whether he is the 
owner, tenant or otherwise entitled to the use of such land, building or premises, goes upon, 
or remains upon such land, building or premises after having been prohibited from doing so 
by a court of competent jurisdiction by an order issued pursuant to Code of Virginia, section 
16.1-253, 16.1-253.1, 16.1-279 or 16.1-279.1, or an ex parte order issued pursuant to 
section 20-103 of such Code and after having been served with such order, he shall be guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

17-26 If any person shall solicit, urge, encourage, exhort, instigate or procure another or others to 
go upon or remain upon the lands, buildings or premises of another, or any part, portion or 
area thereof, knowing such other person or persons to have been forbidden, either orally or 
in writing, to do so by the owner, lessee, custodian or other person lawfully in charge 
thereof, or knowing such other person or persons to have been forbidden to do so by a sign 
posted on such lands, buildings, premises or part, portion or area thereof at a place or 
places where it or they may reasonably be seen, or if any person shall, on such lands, 
buildings, premises or part, portion or area thereof, prevent or seek to prevent the owner, 
lessee, custodian, person in charge or any of his employees from rendering service to any 
person or persons not so forbidden, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
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18-7 The director of the department of parks and recreation, or his or her designee, shall be the 
administrator of this article. 

 

Any person or entity that knowingly violates any provision of this article shall be subject to 
a civil penalty not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) for each 
violation. Civil penalties shall be imposed by the issuance of a civil summons returnable in 
the general district court by the administrator or his or her designee. 

18-27(a) (a) The director of the city department of parks and recreation, or his or her designee, shall 
be responsible for the maintenance and management of the Ragged Mountain Natural Area, 
for the enforcement of the provisions of this article, for posting appropriate signage at the 
natural area, and for adopting ancillary operating rules and regulations, if necessary, for the 
natural area that are not inconsistent with this article. 

18-36 Sponsor means any person or persons who: 

 

(1) Conduct(s) an event; 

 

(2) Organizes an event, or who holds himself or herself out as being the organizer of an 
event; or 

 

(3) Who sign(s), or whose authorized representative(s) sign(s), an application for a permit 
that is required for an event. 

18-38(b), 
(c)(5) 

(b) This insurance requirement may be waived, in whole or in part, by the city manager or 
his or her designee because: 

 

… 

 

(c)(5) Whether the event involves transportation or installation of heavy equipment, or the 
installation of a stage or other temporary structures. Provided however, that, in deciding 
whether insurance will be required or waived for a demonstration the city manager or his 
or her designee shall not consider the number of anticipated onlookers or counter-
demonstrators, the potential risk of property damage or bodily injury that may be caused by 
onlookers or counterdemonstrators, nor the possibility that the demonstration will be 
controversial in nature. 

Ch. 19 
(Section 
Analysis) 

Sec. 19-33. Selection of chairman. 
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19-1(b) (b) The director of human resources shall be appointed by and at the pleasure of the city 
manager. He shall be chosen on the basis of his general executive and administrative ability 
and experience, with due regard for his education, training and experience in human 
resources management. The director shall appoint the employees of the department, and 
shall have general management and control over them. He shall be responsible for the 
formulation and administration of the personnel policies of the city. 

19-6 The director of human resources shall prepare and recommend to the city manager a 
grievance procedure and such other administrative regulations as may be considered 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this article and to provide systematic and equitable 
handling of the personnel affairs of the city. Before recommending any such regulations to 
the city manager the director of human resources shall cause copies of the same to be 
posted in a conspicuous place in city hall and in such other locations as are reasonably 
calculated to inform all city employees of the provisions of the proposed regulations. There 
shall be attached to such posted copies a notice setting forth the time and place at which the 
director of human resources shall conduct a public hearing at which any city employee may 
appear to be heard for or against such regulations. Such notice shall be posted not less than 
five (5) working days prior to such hearing. Following such hearing the director of human 
resources shall submit such amendments or revisions thereto as he shall deem necessary to 
the city manager for final approval or disapproval. Upon approval by the city manager such 
regulations shall be in force until amended or rescinded by the foregoing process. 

19-8 As part of the employee pay plan adopted pursuant to this article, the city council, city 
manager or his designee may authorize payment of cash and non-cash monetary bonuses to 
city officers and employees, as part of an employee recognition or recruitment program, 
pursuant to promulgated regulations as approved by the city manager. Said regulations may 
be amended from time to time subject to city manager approval. 

19-33 Sec. 19-33. Selection of chairman. 

 

The personnel appeals board shall annually choose one of its members to act as chairman. 

19-36(c) (c) Within two (2) working days of receipt of notice of such an appeal the board shall 
schedule a hearing to be held within ten (10) days thereafter or as soon as the schedules of 
the members reasonably permit. The hearing may be in public or in executive session at the 
option of the appellant and the appellant may be represented by legal counsel or by some 
other person of his own choosing. The city may be represented by counsel or by the head of 
the department in which the appellant employee is employed. As soon as practicable after 
such hearing the board shall report in writing its findings to the city manager. Those 
findings shall have the full force and effect granted to final grievance panel decisions by 
state law. 

19-60 The council member shall be the president and the director of human resources the 
secretary of the commission. The secretary shall keep a correct journal of the proceedings of 
every meeting and shall preserve all books and papers of the commission in his office. 

19-91 Accumulated contributions means the sum of all amounts deducted from the compensation 
of a member and credited to his individual account in the member's contribution account, 
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all amounts the member may contribute to purchase creditable service and all interest 
credited to the member's contribution account pursuant to section 19-92(g). 

 

… 

 

Creditable compensation means the full compensation payable annually to an employee 
working the full normal working time for his position exclusive of overtime. The creditable 
compensation of an employee paid on an hourly basis shall be computed at his regular 
hourly rate multiplied by the regular number of working hours per week multiplied by fifty-
two (52). In cases where compensation includes maintenance and other perquisites, the city 
manager shall fix the value of the part of the compensation not paid in money. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, creditable compensation taken into account for purposes of 
determining benefits under the plan shall be limited by the compensation limit pursuant to 
Section 401(a)(17) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For purposes hereof, 
the compensation limit, for years beginning on or after January 1, 1986 but before 
December 31, 1992, is two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) as adjusted by the cost 
of living adjustment factor prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury or his delegate under 
Section 415(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the "adjustment factor"; 
and for years beginning on or after January 1, 1993, is one hundred fifty thousand dollars 
($150,000.00) (as adjusted by the adjustment factor in ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) 
increments on the basis of a base period of the calendar quarter beginning October 1, 1993). 
For purposes of applying the limitation applicable to each year, the limit for a plan year shall 
be the limitation in effect for the calendar year in which the plan year begins determined 
without increases in the limitation for subsequent years. 

 

Creditable service means, for any member who is in service at any time after July 1, 1982, 
his total service as an employee, whether or not continuous, exclusive of any separate 
period of service of less than nine (9) months in duration, but inclusive of official leave for 
military service, to the extent required by federal or state law. Creditable service shall be 
counted in terms of calendar years, with completed months of creditable service in excess of 
complete years being counted as a fractional part of a year. 

 

… 

 

Employee means any person who is employed by the city on a full-time, year-round basis, 
whether paid by the hour, week, month or otherwise. Such term shall not include any 
person, judicial, professional or otherwise, employed either on a part-time basis or on a 
seasonal basis; nor shall it include any official elected by the people or any person employed 
in the office of such official; except, that it shall include the commissioner of revenue, the 
city treasurer, the city sheriff, the clerk of the circuit court, the commonwealth's attorney 
and their full-time employees. Such term shall not include the employees of any office, 
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department or agency which participates in the Virginia Supplemental Retirement System, 
regardless of whether such office, department or agency is funded wholly or partly by the 
city; provided, that any clerk or employee of the district court employed in such capacity on 
June 30, 1973, who elected not to participate in the Virginia Supplemental Retirement 
System shall continue to be considered an employee, for purposes of this article only, and be 
eligible for benefits hereunder to the full extent of his salary. Such term shall include the 
employees of any multi-jurisdictional agency in which the city is a participating jurisdiction, 
when such employees are not covered under the Virginia Supplemental Retirement System, 
or in any other retirement plan, and when the city has contractually agreed to include such 
employees in the retirement plan provided by this article. Notwithstanding the foregoing 
definition, "employee" also includes any person who meets the foregoing definition, except 
that he: 

 

… 

 

Person who becomes a member after June 30, 2012 means a person who is not a member of 
a plan described in section 19-94(a) or (c) who is hired or rehired after June 30, 2012 as an 
employee as defined herein. In the case of an employee who is rehired after such date and 
whose credited service attributable to employment prior to July 1, 2012 is reinstated or is 
otherwise not disregarded, shall not be treated as a person who becomes a member after 
June 30, 2012 if such employee elects to be a member of a plan described in section 19-
94(a) or (c) at the time of his rehire. Any benefit accumulated under the plan based on 
employment prior to July 1, 2012 shall remain frozen as though his employment after June 
30, 2012 had not occurred. If such employee does not elect to be a member of a plan 
described in section 19-94(a) or (c) at the time of his rehire, his benefit under the plan shall 
be determined based on the provisions applicable to a person who becomes a member after 
June 30, 2012, except that no employee contribution shall be required or collected with 
respect to service performed prior to July 1, 2012. 

19-92(a) (a) Each member, including a police officer, firefighter, sheriff or sheriff's deputy, shall 
contribute a percentage of his creditable compensation each pay period as follows: 

 

(1) Each member, except a person who becomes a member after July 1, 2012 as defined in 
Section 19-91, shall contribute 1% of his creditable compensation each pay period 
beginning on or after July 1, 2017, until the first pay period beginning on or after July 1, 
2018. For each pay period beginning on or after July 1, 2018, said member shall contribute 
2% of his creditable compensation. 

 

(2) Each person who becomes a member after June 30, 2012 and who is hired or rehired 
before July 1, 2017 shall contribute 3% of his creditable compensation each pay period. 
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(3) Each person who becomes a member after June 30, 2012 and who is hired or rehired 
after June 30, 2017 shall contribute 5% of his creditable compensation each pay period. 

 

The city and any other employer adopting the plan shall deduct the applicable contribution 
payable by the member and every employee accepting or continuing employment shall be 
deemed to consent and agree to any deductions from his creditable compensation required 
by this section. 

 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the employee contributions, although designated as 
employee contributions hereunder, will be paid by the city and any other employer 
adopting the plan and shall be treated as employer contributions pursuant to Section 
414(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and shall not be included as gross 
income of the employee until such time as they are distributed or made available to the 
employee. The city and any other employer adopting the plan shall "pick-up" the employee 
contributions by reducing the amount payable to each employee by the amount of his 
required employee contribution on a salary reduction basis. 

19-93(c) (c) When membership ceases, except in the case of retirement or of death under 
circumstances calling for the payment of benefits hereunder, an employee shall thereafter 
lose all right to any retirement allowance or benefits under this article arising from service 
prior to the date of such cessation of membership except for any vested deferred retirement 
benefits such employee might be entitled to receive, provided that if any such employee 
should subsequently again be in service, his previous period or periods of creditable service 
shall be reinstated. Any person that received a refund of his accumulated contributions 
pursuant to section 19-104.1, shall be treated as a new member upon subsequent 
reemployment. If no refund was made, all previous period or periods of creditable service 
shall be reinstated. 

19-95(a), 
(b), (d) 

(a) Any member who is in service at his normal retirement date may retire then or at any 
time thereafter, provided he has completed five (5) or more years of creditable service, 
upon written notification to the commission made by the member or by his appointing 
authority setting forth at what date the retirement is to become effective. Such effective date 
shall be after the member's last day of service and shall not be more than ninety (90) days 
prior to the filing of such notification. 

 

(b) No member who is a police officer, fire fighter or sheriff's deputy shall be permitted to 
continue in service after his normal retirement date, unless the member's appointing 
authority, upon a determination that organizational needs so require, grants the member an 
exemption from such mandatory retirement requirements. Any such member who 
continues in service under such an exemption from the appointing authority, may be retired 
by that authority at any time thereafter. Such retirement shall be initiated by the appointing 
authority by notification to the commission setting forth at what date the retirement is to 
become effective. Such effective date shall be after the member's last day of service and shall 
not be more than ninety (90) days prior to the filing of such notification. 
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… 

 

(d) The appointing authority of any member not listed in subsection (b) or (c) of this 
section, subsequent to the member's normal retirement date, upon a determination that age 
is a bona fide occupational qualification reasonably necessary to the normal operation of 
the city, and that such member has reached the age limit, or upon a determination that such 
member is incapable of performing his duties in a safe and efficient manner, may require 
the service retirement of such member upon written notification to the commission setting 
forth at what date the retirement is to become effective. Such effective date shall be after the 
member's last day of service and shall not be more than ninety (90) days prior to the filing 
of such notification. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if such member lacks five (5) years of 
creditable service, such member shall be discharged and shall be ineligible for a retirement 
allowance. 

19-95.1(d) (d) Retirement shall commence under this section on the first of the month following the 
month of application or the month when the member meets the eligibility requirements, 
whichever is later, unless the city manager approves a deferral. In no event shall retirement 
commence under the early retirement window after December 31, 1994. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing limitations, a retiree who is a constitutional officer and his or her chief deputy 
may serve to the end of that constitutional officer's elected term. 

19-96 (a) Upon service retirement on or after July 1, 2000, a member with creditable service 
which commenced prior to July 1, 2000, shall receive an annual retirement allowance 
payable monthly to him for life commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with or 
next following his date of retirement, in an amount computed as the larger of (1) and (2) 
following: 

 

(1) The excess, if any, of 2% of such member's average final compensation multiplied by the 
number of years of his creditable service, over 2.5% of such member's annual primary 
social security benefit, multiplied by the number of years of his creditable service up to a 
maximum of twenty (20) years. 

 

(2) 1.60% of such member's average final compensation multiplied by the total number of 
years of his creditable service. 

 

(b) Upon service retirement after July 1, 2000, a member whose employment commenced 
after June 30, 2000, shall receive an annual retirement allowance payable monthly to him 
for life commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with or next following his date 
of retirement, in an amount computed as follows: 
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(1) 1.60% of such member's average final compensation multiplied by the total number of 
years of his creditable service. 

 

(c) In addition to the retirement allowance to which a member is entitled under the 
provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section, a retired member who at the date of his 
retirement was in service as a police officer, firefighter, sheriff or sheriff's deputy and who 
has completed twenty (20) years or more of creditable service shall receive an additional 
annual allowance, payable monthly, during the period after the member's date of retirement 
and until his attainment of full retirement age, as in effect on July 1, 2005, for purposes of 
qualifying for unreduced social security benefits, equal to 1% of average final compensation 
multiplied by the number of years of his creditable service. In no event shall a police officer, 
firefighter, sheriff or sheriff's deputy receive both the supplement under this section and 
social security benefits. Effective for service retirements after June 30, 2017, the additional 
annual allowance shall be limited to a period of time that does not exceed seventeen (17) 
years prior to social security eligibility and effective for service retirements after June 30, 
2020, this additional annual allowance shall be limited to the estimated unreduced primary 
social security benefit determined under section 19-97. 

 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a person who becomes a member after June 30, 2012, shall 
be entitled to this additional, supplemental annual allowance only if such person has 
completed at least twenty (20) years of creditable service in a position of a police officer, 
firefighter, sheriff or sheriff's deputy and such person shall not be entitled to a supplement 
for a period of time that exceeds seventeen (17) years prior to social security eligibility. This 
additional annual allowance shall be limited in the case of a person who becomes a member 
after June 30, 2012, to his estimated unreduced primary social security benefit determined 
under section 19-97. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, 
if the retirement date of a member with less than thirty (30) years of creditable service 
precedes his normal retirement date, the retirement allowance amount as computed in 
accordance with subsections (a) and (b) of this section, as appropriate, shall be reduced by 
0.5% for each complete month in the period between the member's retirement date and the 
earlier of his normal retirement date or the date on which the member would have 
completed thirty (30) years of creditable service had he remained an employee 
continuously until such date. 

 

(e) The provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, 
if the retirement date of a member who is a police officer, firefighter, or sheriff's deputy 
with less than twenty-five (25) years of creditable service precedes his normal retirement 
date, the retirement allowance amount as computed in accordance with subsections (a) and 
(b) of this section, as appropriate, shall be reduced by 0.5% for each complete month in the 
period between the member's retirement date and the earlier of his normal retirement date 
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or the date on which the member would have completed twenty-five (25) years of 
creditable service had he remained an employee continuously until such date. 

19-97(4)a., 
(5) 

(4) The primary social security benefit calculation shall be based on the member's actual 
social security wage credits as an employee and on the assumptions: 

 

a. That the member will have no social security wage credits after his date of retirement; 

 

… 

 

(5) In the case of a member retiring under the provisions of section 19-95(f), such 
calculation shall be based on the further assumption that such member's creditable 
compensation had continued to his date of retirement at the same rate which was in effect 
at the time the member terminated service. 

19-98(b), 
(f) 

(b) After a member has retired, and the amount of his retirement allowance has been 
determined under the provisions of this article, the amount of the member's retirement 
allowance shall be unaffected by any changes in the actual amount of the primary social 
security benefit to which the member is or becomes entitled under the federal Social 
Security Act. 

 

… 

 

(f) To the extent required by Section 401(a)(37) of the Internal Revenue Code for purposes 
of determining a member's entitlement to a retirement allowance or death benefits under 
the Plan, in the event a member ceases to be an employee in order to perform qualified 
military service within the meaning of section 414(u) of the Internal Revenue Code and dies 
on or after January 1, 2007 while performing qualified military service, the member's death 
shall be considered to have occurred while the member was an employee so that his 
beneficiaries are entitled to any additional benefits provided under the Plan (other than 
benefit accruals relating to the period of qualified military service), including without 
limitation any additional or enhanced vesting or death benefits, had the member resumed 
employment with the employer and then terminated employment on account of death. 

19-100(a), 
(b)(1), (c) 

(a) Any member in service who has five (5) or more years creditable service may retire, or 
may be retired by his appointing authority, at any time prior to the member's normal 
retirement date on account of total and permanent disability upon written notification to 
the commission made by the member or by the appointing authority setting forth at which 
date the retirement is to become effective; provided, that such effective date shall be after 
the member's last day of service but shall not be more than ninety (90) days prior to the 
filing of such notification; provided, further, that the commission shall have determined that 
the member is, and has been continuously since such effective date if prior to the filing of 
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such notification, totally and permanently disabled and thus incapacitated for the further 
performance of duty or the pursuit of any gainful occupation. 

 

… 

 

(b)(1) As a result of an examination of the candidate by the medical examiners and/or by 
means of other satisfactory evidence the commission finds that the candidate is mentally or 
physically incapacitated from ever performing any work or occupation for gain or profit for 
which he is or reasonably can be fitted by education, training or experience; or 

 

… 

 

(c) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
prerequisites for disability retirement that the member have five (5) or more years of 
creditable service and that his disability retirement date precede his normal retirement 
date shall not be applicable to any member who satisfies the other requirements of 
subsection (a) of this section and: 

19-101(a), 
(b), (d) 

(a) Upon retirement for total and permanent disability as provided in section 19-100(a) on 
or after July 1, 2000, a member with creditable service which commenced prior to July 1, 
2000, shall receive an annual retirement allowance payable monthly to him during 
continued total disability, commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with or next 
following his date of retirement, in an amount computed as the larger of paragraphs (1) and 
(2) following: 

 

(1) The excess, if any, of two (2) percent of such member's average final compensation 
multiplied by the number of years of his disability-credited service, as defined in subsection 
(c) of this section, over two and one-half (2.5) percent of such member's annual primary 
social security benefit, multiplied by the number of years of his disability-credited service 
up to a maximum of twenty (20) years; 

 

(2) One and sixty hundredths (1.60) percent of such member's average final compensation, 
multiplied by the total number of years of his disability-credited service. 

 

(b) Upon retirement for total and permanent disability as provided in section 19-100(a) on 
or after July 1, 2000, a member with creditable service which commenced after July 1, 2000, 
shall receive an annual retirement allowance payable monthly to him during continued total 
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disability, commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with or next following his 
date of retirement, in an amount computed as follows: 

 

… 

 

(d) Upon retirement for disability as provided in section 19-100(c), a member shall receive 
an annual retirement allowance payable monthly to him during continued total disability, 
commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with or next following his date of 
retirement, in an amount which, when added to one-half of the social security disability 
benefit to which the member may become entitled under the federal Social Security Act in 
effect at his disability retirement date, would equal two-thirds of his average final 
compensation, provided such allowance shall not be less than the amount he would have 
received under subsections (a) and (b) of this section had the length of service requirement 
of section 19-100(a) been waived and had the member retired for disability thereunder. 

19-102(a) (a) If the commission, as a result of a medical examination or otherwise, determines that a 
candidate for disability retirement is not totally and permanently disabled within the 
meaning of section 19-100(b), but that the candidate is partially disabled to the extent that 
he is incapacitated from performing the usual and customary duties of his position with the 
city and that his earnings capacity has been reduced by such partial disability, the candidate 
shall be awarded an annual partial disability benefit. Such benefit shall not be deemed to be 
a disability retirement allowance. The commission, based on the best reasonably available 
medical, financial and other relevant evidence, shall determine the extent, expressed as a 
percentage, to which the candidate's earning capacity has been reduced as a result of the 
partial disability which led to his candidacy for disability retirement. Such annual benefit 
shall be payable monthly to the candidate, commencing on the first day of the month 
coinciding with or next following his voluntary or involuntary separation from service or 
transfer to a less remunerative position in city service due to the partial disability, and 
continuing until the earliest of his death, retirement under the plan for service or disability 
or attainment of age sixty-five (65) subject to adjustment under section 19-103, so long as 
the beneficiary remains partially disabled. The amount of each such monthly payment shall 
be a percentage of the disability retirement allowance to which the beneficiary would have 
been entitled had he been determined by the commission to be totally and permanently 
disabled, such percentage to be equal to the percentage of his lost capacity in relation to his 
former capacity as determined by the commission. 

19-103(a)-
(c), (e) 

(a) The commission may require any beneficiary of a disability retirement allowance under 
the plan or of a partial disability benefit to undergo a medical examination by the medical 
examiners once each year prior to the date on which the beneficiary attains his normal 
retirement date. Should such a beneficiary refuse to submit to any such medical 
examination, his retirement allowance or partial disability benefit shall be discontinued 
during the continuation of such refusal, and should such refusal continue for one (1) year, 
all of the beneficiary's rights to any further disability retirement allowance or partial 
disability benefit shall cease. 
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(b) Whenever, as a result of an examination of a beneficiary of a disability retirement 
allowance as provided for in subsection (a) of this section, the medical examiners certify to 
the commission that such beneficiary is no longer totally and permanently disabled, or if 
any such beneficiary should be again in service in his former position or any other position 
with the city at any time prior to his normal retirement date, the disability retirement 
allowance of such beneficiary shall cease and he shall again become a member of the plan. 
Any creditable service rendered by the member prior to the date of disability shall 
thereafter be counted as creditable service and, in addition, the period of disability 
retirement shall be counted as creditable service. 

 

(c) Whenever a disability retirement allowance is terminated under subsection (b) of this 
section but the commission determines that the beneficiary remains partially disabled to 
the extent that he is still incapable of performing the usual and customary duties of his 
former position with the city and that his earnings capacity has been reduced by such 
partial disability, such beneficiary shall be awarded a partial disability benefit in place of the 
terminated disability allowance. Such partial disability benefit shall be governed in every 
respect by section 19-102, as though it had been awarded initially in lieu of a disability 
retirement allowance and shall commence immediately upon termination of the retirement 
allowance. 

 

… 

 

(e) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in sections 19-100, 19-101, 19-102 or this 
section of this Code, the commission's decision to grant, deny or terminate a disability 
retirement allowance, or to grant, deny, terminate, increase or decrease a partial disability 
benefit need never be based solely on reports of the medical examiners. The commission 
may also consider reports of vocational rehabilitation counselors, financial evidence, the 
testimony of lay and expert witnesses, whether the candidate or beneficiary is receiving 
disability benefits under the Virginia Workers' Compensation Act and any other relevant 
evidence. The commission may require the beneficiary to submit at annual intervals a 
report on his personal efforts toward rehabilitation, along with a written statement 
attesting to the fact that there has been no change in his condition which could result in any 
adjustment to or cessation of his disability retirement allowance or partial disability benefit, 
or describing any such change which the beneficiary believes has taken place. The 
commission may also require the beneficiary to submit a copy of his personal and/or 
business federal income tax return for the preceding year or a sworn statement listing all of 
his income from employment or working, including self-employment, during such year. 
Notwithstanding such annual reporting as may be required by the commission, it shall be 
the duty of any beneficiary of a disability retirement allowance or a partial disability benefit 
to notify the commission within thirty (30) days of any material change in his medical 
condition or of any gainful occupation or work in which he becomes engaged. Failure of the 
beneficiary to furnish the information required by the commission under this subsection in 
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a timely manner or failure of the beneficiary to cooperate with vocational rehabilitation 
counselors in order to derive maximum benefit from rehabilitation services offered at 
employer expense, shall constitute grounds for the commission to deny or order cessation 
of the disability retirement allowance or to deny or order a reduction or cessation of the 
partial disability benefit to such beneficiary. 

19-104 

(a)-(c), 
(g)(ii)(A), 
(h) 

(a) Each member shall have the right at any time, not after the later of the effective date of 
the member's retirement or the date of the written notification to the commission of the 
retirement of the member, to elect to have his retirement allowance, other than any portion 
of such allowance that is payable under the provisions of section 19-96(c), payable under 
one (1) of the options set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, in lieu of the 
retirement allowance otherwise payable to him upon retirement. The amount of any such 
optional retirement allowance shall be the actuarial equivalent of the amount of such 
retirement allowance otherwise payable to the member. The member shall make such an 
election by written notice to the commission. 

 

(b) A member may elect to receive a decreased retirement allowance during his lifetime and 
have such retirement allowance, or a designated fraction thereof, continued after his death 
to one (1) other person, called a contingent beneficiary, during the lifetime of such 
contingent beneficiary; provided, however, that the actuarially computed present value of 
the payments expected to be made to the retired member must be at least one-half (½) of 
the actuarially computed present value of the combined total payments expected to be 
made to the retired member and the contingent beneficiary. In the case of a member who 
retires for disability under the provisions of section 19-100, the election of this option shall 
not become effective, and need not be made, until he attains the date that would have been 
his normal retirement date had he remained in service until then. 

 

(c) A member who retires for early service retirement under the provisions of section 19-
95(e) may elect to receive an increased retirement allowance up to the date his primary 
social security benefit is expected to commence, and a decreased retirement allowance 
thereafter, thereby providing a more nearly level retirement allowance when such 
decreased retirement allowance is added to his anticipated primary benefits under the 
federal Social Security Act. 

 

… 

 

(g)(ii) The term "eligible rollover distribution" means any distribution other than: 

 

(A) A distribution which is one (1) of a series of substantially equal periodic payments (not 
less frequently than annually) made either for the life (or life expectancy) of the recipient or 
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the joint lives (or joint life expectancies) of the recipient and his beneficiary who is an 
individual or for a specified period of ten (10) or more years, 

 

… 

 

(h) Should the member die while receiving a retirement allowance under a form of payment 
with no contingent beneficiary, any excess accumulated contributions as of the effective 
date of the member's retirement, over the total retirement allowance previously received by 
him shall be paid to the member's estate. 

19-104.1 
(a), (b) 

(a) Any member who has five (5) or more years of creditable service, who ceases to be a 
member other than by death or retirement may request and receive a refund of the balance 
in the member's contribution account reduced by the amount of any retirement allowance 
previously received by him under the provisions of this article. 

 

(b) Any person who becomes a member hired after June 30, 2012 who has less than five (5) 
years of creditable service who ceases to be an employee other than by death shall be paid 
the balance in the member's contribution account in a mandatory cash-out as soon as 
administratively practical following his ceasing to be employed by the city or any other 
employer adopting the plan. 

19-105(b) (b) Should a member die in service at any time before retirement and after either becoming 
eligible for early service retirement under section 19-95(e), or completing at least thirty 
(30) years of creditable service, the member's surviving spouse if any, shall receive a 
retirement allowance payable monthly for the life of such spouse. Such allowance shall be in 
the same amount and shall commence at the same date as the retirement allowance that 
would have been payable to the member, computed in accordance with section 19-96, 
subsections (a) and (b), whichever is applicable, had the member survived and retired on 
the first day of the month coinciding with or next following the date on which his death 
occurred after having elected an allowance paid under the full joint and last survivor option 
provided for in section 19-104(b), with his surviving spouse designated as contingent 
beneficiary. In the case of a member who had not become eligible for early service 
retirement at his date of death, it shall be assumed that the requirements of section 19-
95(e) were such that he would have been eligible for early service retirement and that the 
retirement allowance payable in such event would be reduced by ½% for each complete 
month in the period between the member's date of death and a date five (5) years prior to 
his normal retirement date. 

19-106(a) (a) Upon retirement after July 1, 2000, an employee shall be eligible for life insurance in the 
amount of his or her basic life insurance provided by the city at his or her date of 
retirement. Effective the first of each month thereafter, the benefit amount of life insurance 
shall be reduced by 2% until it reaches one-half (½) of the amount at time of retirement. 
However, in the case of a person who becomes a member after June 30, 2012, such person 
shall be eligible for such life insurance only if the employee has at least ten (10) years of 
creditable service. Further, the benefit amount of such person's life insurance upon 
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retirement shall be reduced effective the first of each month thereafter by 3% until it 
reaches one-half (½) the amount of their final salary as of the date of retirement. 

19-109 Any beneficiary may, by a waiver signed by such beneficiary and filed with the commission 
and approved by it, decline to accept any part or all of the benefits to which he is entitled 
under this article. Such waiver may be revoked at any time by a written revocation filed 
with the commission, but no payment of the waived benefits shall be made covering the 
period during which such waiver was in effect. Any such waiver or revocation of waiver 
shall become effective on the first day of the month following the date of the meeting of the 
commission at which such waiver or revocation of waiver is approved. 

19-110(a), 
(b) 

(a) Should any change or error in records result in any member or beneficiary receiving 
from the plan more or less than he would have been entitled to receive had the records been 
correct, then on discovery of such error the commission shall correct it, and as far as 
practicable, shall adjust the payments in such a manner that the actuarial equivalent of the 
benefit to which such member or beneficiary was correctly entitled shall be paid. 

 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein and in section 19-103, the fact that a former 
member is employed after retirement will not affect the payment of the benefits to which he 
or she is entitled under the provisions of this article. However, should a former member be 
again employed by the city full-time or part-time at any time subsequent to retirement 
under Article IV of Chapter 19 of this Code so that he actually works in excess of one 
thousand (1,000) hours in any calendar year, his retirement allowance shall thereupon 
cease; he shall resume the status of a member of the plan, and his previous period of 
creditable service shall be reestablished. Any benefits which may become payable thereafter 
under any of the provisions of this article upon subsequent retirement or death shall be 
computed in accordance with the applicable provisions of this article as if the previous 
retirement had not occurred based on the total of his creditable service before and, if 
applicable, after his period of retirement. 

19-112 
(3)b. 

b. The ratio that the member's period of creditable service rendered as a city employee 
bears to his total period of creditable service with the city and the Charlottesville-Albemarle 
Regional Jail Board. 

19-151(a) (a) Any public safety employee in service may retire, or may be retired by his appointing 
authority, at any time prior to the employee's normal retirement date on account of a work 
related disability upon written notification to the commission made by the member or by 
the appointing authority setting forth at which date the retirement is to become effective. 
The effective date of retirement shall be after the employee's last day of performing his 
usual and customary duties on a full time basis but shall not be more than ninety (90) days 
prior to the filing of the notice of retirement. The commission may waive the ninety (90) 
requirement upon a showing of good cause. 

19-152(a) (a) Upon retirement for a work related disability, a public safety employee shall receive an 
annual retirement allowance during his lifetime and continued disability, until ending as 
provided in section 19-156(b). The amount of the disability retirement allowance shall be 
equal to the following: 
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(1) Sixty-six and two-thirds (66 2/3) percent of the employee's final salary if the employee 
does not qualify for primary social security benefits under the provisions of the Social 
Security Act in effect on the date of his retirement; 

 

(2) Fifty (50) percent of the employee's final salary if the employee qualifies for primary 
Social Security benefits under the provisions of the Social Security Act in effect on the date 
of his retirement; or, 

 

(3) One and seventy one-hundredths (1.70) percent of his final salary multiplied by the 
smaller of (a) twice the amount of his creditable service or (b) the amount of creditable 
service he would have completed at age sixty (60) if he had remained in service to that age. 
If the employee has already attained age sixty (60), the amount of creditable service at his 
date of retirement shall be used. This subsection (3) shall only be used if it results in a 
greater allowance than either subsection (1) or (2), as applicable. 

19-154(a), 
(b) 

(a) Any disability retirement allowance payable pursuant to the provisions of this article 
shall be reduced by the amount of any payments under the provisions of the Virginia 
Workers' Compensation Act in effect on the date of retirement of the employee, and the 
excess of the allowance shall be paid to the employee. When the time for compensation 
payments under the Act has elapsed, the employee shall receive the full amount of the 
allowance payable during his lifetime and continued disability, until eligible to retire under 
age and service requirements. 

 

(b) If the employee's workers' compensation payments are adjusted or terminated for 
refusal to work or to comply with the requirements of Virginia Code § 65.2-603, the 
disability retirement allowance shall be computed as if the employee was receiving the 
compensation to which he would otherwise be entitled. 

19-156(b), 
(c) 

(b) The disability retirement allowance provided pursuant to this article shall end at such 
time as the employee reaches his normal retirement date as defined in section 19-91, or, at 
the option of the employee, at such time as the employee has completed five (5) or more 
years of creditable service and is at least fifty-five (55) years of age, or has completed 
twenty-five (25) years of creditable service and is at least fifty (50) years of age. 

 

(c) At such time as the disability retirement allowance ends pursuant to subsection (b), the 
employee shall be entitled to receive the same pension and benefits to which he would have 
been entitled had he not been injured, and remained a regular full time employee of the city; 
provided, however, that the employee will be entitled to the additional annual allowance 
under section 19-96 (c) only if he has completed twenty (20) years or more of creditable 
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service, including creditable service accruing pursuant to subsection (a) for time not 
actually worked for the city. 

20-3(a), 
(b) 

(a) The chief of police shall be the chief executive of the police department, but he shall 
always be subject to the orders and regulations of the city manager and the city council. He 
shall be under the control of the city manager and the city council for the purpose of 
enforcing peace and order and executing the laws of the state and ordinances of the city. It 
shall be the duty of the police force to respect and obey orders of the chief not in conflict 
with this chapter. 

 

(b) The chief shall be responsible for the good order of the city and for the general good 
conduct of the members and officers of the police force. He shall cause to be served all 
processes directed to him by a magistrate or the judge of the district court and all orders of 
the city manager. 

20-6 All equipment issued by the city to police officers shall be charged to them, and each 
member shall be held accountable for the safe return of whatever is furnished him. 

20-8(a) (a) Any person who is arrested or summoned to appear before the judge of the district court 
shall, upon request of any police officer, disclose his name and address. No person shall, in 
such case, give a false name or address. 

20-9(a) (a) No person shall fail or refuse to assist a police officer, when called upon so to do by such 
officer in the discharge of his duty. 

20-33 False alarm means the activation of any alarm system, eliciting a response from the city 
police department when, in fact, a situation requiring such response (i.e., involving actual or 
threatened criminal activity constituting an immediate danger to life or property) does not 
exist, and such activation is through mechanical or electronic failure, malfunction, improper 
installation, and/or the negligence of the alarm user, his employees or agents. The term 
shall not include an alarm caused by unusually violent conditions of nature, electrical power 
disruptions or failure of equipment at the city's police emergency operations center 

20-36(d) (d) All fees owed by an alarm user pursuant to this section shall be made payable to the city 
treasurer, and shall be received by the chief of police or his designee within ten (10) days 
from the date notice of the imposition of such fee is given, in writing, to the alarm user. An 
alarm user who is delinquent in payment of any fee(s) after the ten-day grace period shall 
receive no police emergency response to signals generated by its alarm system until such 
debt has been satisfied. 

20-37(a), 
(e)(2) 

(a) An alarm user may be denied permission to install, use, operate or maintain any alarm 
system within the city, and may be required to disconnect and/or disable any such alarm 
system, upon a written determination by the chief of police or his designee that the 
installation, use, operation and/or maintenance of the alarm system would constitute an 
unreasonable burden on police resources. Any alarm system which generates ten (10) or 
more false alarms within any four-day period of time and/or which, within the preceding six 
(6) months has generated an average of five (5) or more false alarms per month, shall be 
deemed an unreasonable burden on police resources. 
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… 

 

(e)(2) Upon receipt of such written appeal, the city manager or his designee may grant relief 
from such action, or may uphold the action. The decision of the city manager or his designee 
shall be final. 

20-59(a) (a) The purchasing agent shall sell property turned over to him pursuant to section 20-58 
by receiving sealed bids therefor, by public auction, by fixed-price sale or by other public 
sale; provided that, with the approval of the city manager, the purchasing agent may 
transfer such property to any department or agency of the city to be used for any 
appropriate public purpose. All proceeds from the sale of such property shall be delivered 
to the director of finance to be credited to the general fund, subject to possible future claim 
as provided in this article. 

21-26 Commissioner of revenue means the city's commissioner of revenue, and any of his 
employees designated or assigned any duties under this division. 

21-29 Any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a 
Class 2 misdemeanor for the first offense. Upon conviction of any subsequent offense under 
this article, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

21-30 Every dealer shall admit to his premises during regular business hours the chief of police or 
any law-enforcement official of the state or federal government, and shall permit such 
officer to examine all records required by this article, and to examine any article to which 
the dealer still has access, which is listed in a record and which is believed by the officer to 
be missing or stolen. 

21-32(a), 
(b) 

(a) If the business of a dealer conducting business at a fixed and permanent location is not 
operated without interruption, Saturdays, Sundays and recognized holidays excepted, the 
dealer shall notify the chief of police of all closings and reopenings of the business at that 
location. The business of such dealer shall be conducted only from the fixed and permanent 
location specified in his application for a permit under division 2 of this article. 

 

(b) A person who conducts the business of a dealer at any location other than a fixed and 
permanent location shall conduct such activities only from the location specified in his 
application for a permit under division 2 of this article. 

21-34(b) (b) The information required by paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (a) of this section 
shall appear on each bill of sale, the form of which shall be provided by the chief of police. 
One (1) copy of the form is to be retained by the dealer, one (1) copy to be delivered during 
regular city work hours to the chief of police at his office within twenty-four (24) hours of 
the purchase or loan or mailed to the chief of police within such twenty-four-hour period 
and one (1) copy to be delivered to the seller of such precious metals or gems or to the 
borrower. If the purchase or loan occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or recognized holiday, then 
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the delivery to the chief of police shall be made no later than 10:00 a.m. of the next regular 
city work day. 

21-36(b) (b) If a dealer performs the service of removing precious metals or gems, he shall retain the 
metals or gems removed and the article from which the removal was made for a period of 
ten (10) calendar days after receiving such article and precious metals or gems. 

21-37 Each dealer shall keep and maintain for at least twenty-four (24) months an accurate and 
legible record of the name and address of each person to whom he sells any precious metal 
or gem in its original form after the waiting period required by section 21-36. This record 
shall also show the name and address of the seller from whom the dealer purchased such 
item. 

21-56 No person shall engage in the activities of a dealer within the city, unless he has obtained a 
permit authorizing such activities, as required by this division. Possession of a permit issued 
in another locality shall not relieve a dealer of the obligation to obtain a permit under this 
division. 

21-59 
(b)(1), 
(b)(2) 

(1) The applicant must have all weighing devices used in his business inspected and 
approved by local or state weights and measures officials and must present written 
evidence of such approval to the chief of police; and 

 

(2) The applicant must establish to the satisfaction of the chief of police that he has not been 
convicted of a felony or crime of moral turpitude within seven (7) years prior to the date of 
application, and the applicant shall also verify that, within the twelve (12) months 
preceding the application, he has not had a permit revoked under this division or under any 
ordinance of another jurisdiction similar in substance to the provisions of this article; and 

22-4(c) The purchasing manager's determination shall document the basis for his determination. 

22-6(1), 
(2) 

(1) The using department shall provide the purchasing manager with a written 
determination that the apparent low bid exceeds available funds. Such determination shall 
be confirmed in writing by the director of finance or his designee. The using department 
shall also provide the purchasing manager with a suggested reduction in scope or other 
suggested bid modification(s) to obtain a contract price within available funds. 

 

(2) The purchasing manager or designee shall advise the lowest responsible bidder in 
writing that the proposed purchase exceeds available funds. He shall further suggest a 
reduction in scope or other bid modification(s) for the proposed purchase and invite the 
lowest responsible bidder to amend its bid based upon the proposed reduction in scope or 
other bid modification(s). 

22-7(a) (a) The city's purchasing manager is authorized to require pre-qualification of prospective 
contractors prior to any solicitation of bids or proposals, whether for goods, services, 
insurance or construction, by requiring the prospective contractors to submit such 
information as the purchasing manager shall deem appropriate, including samples, financial 
reports and references. The specific submission requirements for a specific procurement 
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transaction shall be established in writing ("pre-qualification notice") and sufficiently in 
advance of implementation to allow potential contractors a fair opportunity to complete the 
process. The purchasing manager may employ standard forms designed to elicit necessary 
information or may he design other forms applicable to the specific procurement 
transaction. 

22-8(c), 
(d)(2), (e) 

(c) Reports and investigations. The purchasing manager shall establish procedures for the 
prompt reporting, investigation and referral of matters appropriate for his consideration in 
contemplating the debarment of a contractor or subcontractor. 

 

… 

 

(d)(2) Opportunity of contractor to respond. The prospective contractor or his authorized 
representative may submit to the purchasing manager, in writing, and within thirty (30) 
days of the date of the notice described in subparagraph (1), any information or argument 
that the contractor deems relevant to the proposed debarment, including, without 
limitation, any specific information that raises a genuine dispute as to a fact that is material 
to the purchasing manager's findings or conclusions. Following timely receipt of 
information from the contractor, the purchasing manager shall review the proposed 
debarment and shall, within fifteen (15) days thereafter, render a final determination. 
During the fifteen-day review period, the prospective contractor shall provide the 
purchasing manager with such additional information as he may request in order to 
complete his review of the proposed debarment. 

 

… 

 

(e) Period of debarment. A debarment shall be and remain effective for a period 
commensurate with the seriousness of the cause, as determined by the purchasing manager 
in his discretion. 

22-9(a)(2) (2) Each bidder for the contract shall be required to certify that, upon award of the contract 
he will comply with the living wage requirement set forth in paragraph (a), above. Any 
contractor who knowingly makes a false statement in such certification, or who fails to 
comply with such living wage requirement during performance of the contract, shall be 
subject to loss of the contract and to debarment. 

22-32 
(a)(5), 
(a)(7), 
(a)(9) 

(5) Establish programs, manuals and forms, as he deems necessary to facilitate and 
implement the provisions of this chapter and of any regulations approved by the city 
manager. 

 

… 
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(7) Establish programs to facilitate the participation of small businesses and businesses 
owned by women and minorities in procurement transactions, which programs may include 
cooperation with the Virginia Department of Minority Business Enterprise, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation, the United States Small Business Administration, and other 
public or private agencies, and oversee any process of compliance and certification of any 
federal Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) requirements applicable to the city as a 
result of the receipt of federal grant funding. 

 

… 

 

(9) Perform such other functions and duties as may be assigned to him by the city manager. 

24-4 Shared work area means any enclosed area on the premises of a place of employment: 

 

(1) That is a private work area to which the general public does not have access, 

 

(2) In which two (2) or more employees are assigned to work for most of their workday, 

 

(3) Where such employees must share common work spaces, equipment or facilities, and 

 

(4) Where each such employee is aware of or readily available to observe the activities of 
others taking place in his work area. 

25-1(a) (a) There is hereby created a social services and community attention advisory board 
(herein after in this article the "advisory board") for the city which shall consist of nine (9) 
members appointed by the city council, one (1) of whom shall be a member of the city 
council. The term of the city council member shall be concurrent with his or her service on 
the council. Other appointments shall be for a term of four (4) years each except that 
appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the unexpired terms. No person shall serve more 
than two (2) consecutive terms. The director of social services shall be an ex officio 
member, without vote, of the advisory board. 

25-28 Pursuant to the authority granted by Code of Virginia, section 63.1-43, the director of social 
services is hereby designated as the local board of social services for the city, and he shall 
exercise all powers, duties and responsibilities conferred upon such boards by law. 
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25-29 The director of social services shall remand such cases to the district home as he may deem 
proper; provided, that each such case shall first be approved by the city member of the 
district home board. 

25-30 The director of social services shall be responsible and accountable to the city for the proper 
expenditure and account of all funds appropriated by the city and no indebtedness shall be 
incurred by him beyond the amount appropriated by the city council. 

25-31 The director of social services shall cause to be made on or before the tenth day of each 
month, to the city manager, a written report of the activities of his department for the 
preceding month, on forms prescribed by the city manager. The director shall also furnish 
from time to time such additional reports and information as may be required by the city 
council or the city manager. 

25-58(1), 
(2), (4) 

(1) The applicant has paid rent for his/her dwelling within the city during the grant year 
and was a resident of the city on December thirty-first of the grant year; 

 

(2) The applicant, or his/her spouse if they reside together, is sixty-five (65) years of age or 
older, or permanently and totally disabled, as of December thirty-first of the grant year; 

 

… 

 

(4) The gross combined income during the grant year from all sources of such applicant and 
all relatives of the applicant living in such dwelling does not exceed the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00); provided that the first seven thousand five hundred dollars 
($7,500.00) of any income, (a) received by the applicant, or the applicant's spouse if they 
reside together, and classified as permanent disability compensation, or (b) received by any 
applicant who is at least sixty-five (65) years of age, is permanently and totally disabled, and 
can show that he or she did receive permanent disability compensation for at least twenty-
four (24) consecutive months immediately prior to his or her sixty-fifth birthday, shall be 
excluded from such total; and provided, that the first eight thousand five hundred dollars 
($8,500.00) of income of each relative other than spouse of such applicant who is living in 
such dwelling and does not qualify for rent relief shall be excluded from such total. If the 
applicant has been a resident of the city for less than the full grant year, the gross combined 
income for such year and the maximum allowable income shall be prorated for the period of 
actual residency. 

25-62 The commissioner of revenue, after audit and investigation of affidavits submitted under 
this article, shall certify a list of the persons qualifying for grants and the amounts thereof to 
the director of finance and the city treasurer who shall pay forthwith to each applicant the 
amount of the grant for which he or she is eligible as determined pursuant to this article. 

26-1(a) (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to dump or otherwise dispose of trash, garbage, 
refuse, litter, a companion animal for the purpose of disposal, or other unsightly matter on 
public property, including a public street, right-of-way, property adjacent to such street or 
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right-of-way, or on private property without the written consent of the owner thereof or his 
agent. 

26-30 
(b)(1), 
(c)(1) 

(b) Customers located in the Uptown Trash Collection Area shall be subject to the following 
collection procedures: 

 

(1) Receptacles or bundles containing refuse and recyclables shall be placed along the edge 
of the sidewalk or roadway for collection on such days as may be scheduled by the director 
of public works and his/her designee. 

 

… 

 

(c) Customers located outside of the Uptown Trash Collection Area and Downtown Trash 
Collection Area shall be subject to the following collection procedures: 

 

(1) Receptacles or bundles containing refuse and recyclables shall be placed along the edge 
of the sidewalk or roadway for collection on such days as may be scheduled by the director 
of public works and his/her designee. 

26-65(b) (b) No person shall transport his or her refuse to a city park or to any other location on 
public or private property without the written consent of the owner and every person shall 
comply with the anti-littering provisions found elsewhere in this chapter (section 26-1). 

28-5(a) (a) The city traffic engineer or city manager may permit the temporary use of any city right-
of-way (including any street, on-street parking space(s), or sidewalk) for other than public 
purposes, and may close the rights-of-way to public use and travel during such temporary 
use, for a specified period of time, when he determines that such temporary closing will not 
be unduly injurious to the safety and convenience of the general public, that such closing is 
necessary because the event will impede traffic and/or pedestrian travel, and that, where 
any rights-of-way to be closed are extensions of the state primary highway system, 
adequate provision can be made to detour through traffic. Such temporary use shall be 
authorized by a written permit conditioned upon the temporary user's compliance with the 
following conditions: 

28-6 The director of public works shall have the right to stop travel on any street when the same 
is being repaved or improved, if he deems it necessary. No person shall remove, cut or 
interfere with barricades or lights placed for the purpose of stopping travel on streets or 
driving or riding on those portions of the streets so cut off or in any way encroaching upon 
or interfering with any portion of the streets of the city when they are being repaved or 
improved. 

28-7(a) (a) Whenever any citizen or property owner desires to lay a sidewalk for himself in a city 
street, he shall make application to the director of public works in writing, who shall grant 
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such permission upon the condition that the applicant make such improvement at his own 
expense and do the work under the supervision of the director of public works. 

28-8 Before any person installs a storm water pipe in a natural drainage area, where such pipe is 
connected to a pipe or culvert under a city street, he shall obtain from the city engineer a 
construction permit, which permit shall specify the size and kind of pipe to be installed. No 
such pipe, structure or fill shall be installed or placed so as to obstruct the flow to or from a 
pipe or culvert under a city street. 

28-9 When, in repairing or grading or otherwise disturbing a street, any utility pipe, wire or 
conduit is left uncovered or exposed, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of such 
work to forthwith notify the director of public works or the utility owning such pipe, wire or 
conduit of such exposure. If the person who exposed such pipe, wire or conduit cannot 
determine the ownership of such pipe, wire or conduit, he shall notify the director of public 
works, who shall determine the ownership thereof and, if such pipe, wire or conduit is 
owned by a utility other than the city, shall promptly notify the owner thereof. 

28-20 Whenever, in order to provide for an entrance to any property, it is necessary to cross a 
sidewalk or drainage ditch, it shall be the duty of the owner of the property, at his own 
expense, to provide an entrance approved by the director of public works. 

28-24(a) (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to sweep dirt or trash from the interior of the store or 
premises occupied by him upon the sidewalk. All such dirt or trash shall be taken up and put 
in proper receptacles for removal. 

28-26(b) (b) In the event that an owner and/or occupant of a building which abuts or fronts on, or is 
otherwise situated on, a paved sidewalk or walkway cannot comply with the provisions of 
section 28-25(a) due to inadequate space upon which to deposit snow that has accumulated 
on the property's paved sidewalk, walkway or driveway, he or she may deposit excess snow 
onto the public right-of-way abutting the house, paved sidewalk or walkway, provided that 
snow is not deposited in or on a travel lane, crosswalk, sidewalk, or designated handicapped 
parking space. 

28-85 Whenever the owner or occupant of any building to which is attached any area, cellar, vault, 
fuel or coal hole opening in the sidewalk shall be notified by the director of public works 
that the covering thereof is insecure or dangerous, it shall be his duty at once to repair the 
same. Each day of default after the expiration of five (5) days shall constitute a separate 
offense. In case of failure to repair within five (5) days, the director of public works may 
cause such repairs to be made at the cost of the city, and the cost thereof, with any fine 
imposed by the court, shall be collected of the party in default in like manner as fines and 
assessments are collected. The owner and occupant of such building shall be responsible for 
damages to persons or property caused by such defective covers. 

28-112 Vendor means any person, including an employee or agent of another, engaged in the 
selling, or offering for sale, of food, beverages, services, or merchandise on any public street, 
sidewalk, or on a parcel of land abutting a public street or sidewalk, whether from a stand or 
from his person. 

28-121(h) (h) A vendor shall comply immediately with the lawful request of any police officer, 
firefighter, rescue service person, emergency medical technician, or any city or public utility 
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employee to move his stand for emergency reasons, or to permit maintenance of pavement, 
utilities or other public improvements or facilities. 

28-162 Each vending vehicle shall be equipped with a receptacle for the disposal of wrappers, 
papers, containers and other trash. The driver of each vending vehicle, before he leaves for 
his next regular stop, shall ensure that no wrappers, papers, containers or the like have 
been left on the sidewalk or street. 

28-188 Within the designated area of a café, the operator holding a permit under this article shall 
have the right to limit access and occupancy to only bona fide paying customers of that 
operator's restaurant who are behaving in a lawful manner, and shall have the same right to 
deny admission or service as the operator exercises on his own premises. However, no 
person shall be denied access or service to the café area on the basis of race, religion, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age or disability. 

28-214(g) (g) No tents or similar structures shall be erected or utilized over or within any outdoor café 
operating under a permit granted pursuant to this article; except that, not more than twice 
per year, the operator of an outdoor café, after receiving approval of the city's board of 
architectural review, may erect or utilize a tent over or within his outdoor café space. No 
such tent may be utilized or remain in place for longer than seventy-two (72) hours. 

28-216(c) (c) During the pendency of an appeal from a decision of the director of neighborhood 
development services to revoke a permit, an outdoor café may continue to operate, unless 
the director of neighborhood development services determines, in writing, that allowing 
such operations to continue would present an unreasonable risk to the health, safety or 
welfare of the public. Any such determination shall be provided to the café operator by 
hand-delivery at the café site to the agent or employee supervising café operations, and by 
certified mail to the mailing address provided by the operator in his application, and may 
require the café operator to immediately cease operation. Any such determination shall be 
reviewable by the city manager in connection with the operator's appeal. 

29-58(c) (c) If the agent fails to approve or disapprove the plat: (i) within sixty (60) days after it has 
been officially submitted for approval, (ii) within forty-five (45) days after it has been 
officially resubmitted after a previous disapproval, or (ii) within thirty-five (35) days after 
receipt of all required state agency approvals, as set forth in subparagraph (d), below, then 
the subdivider, after ten (10) days' written notice to the agent, may petition the city's circuit 
court for relief in accordance with Va. Code § 15.2-2259(C). If the agent disapproves a plat 
and the subdivider contends that the disapproval was not properly based on an ordinance 
or regulation applicable thereto, or was arbitrary or capricious, he may appeal to the city 
circuit court in accordance with Va. Code § 15.2-2259(D). 

29-79 
(c)(1), (d) 

(c)(1) The agent shall inform the subdivider in writing of the reasons for the disapproval, 
with citation to the applicable section of this chapter or other law, and what corrections or 
modifications will permit acceptance of the plat. The agent shall notify the subdivider or his 
or her agent of the disapproval in writing by first class mail, delivery, or, if consented to by 
the subdivider in writing, by fax or email. 
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… 

 

(d) When the agent determines that a preliminary plat is officially submitted, he shall: 

29-110 
(a)(6) 

(6) Instrument creating property proposed for subdivision. The engineer or land surveyor 
who prepared the plat shall endorse upon the plat a certificate signed by him setting forth 
the source of title of the owner of the land subdivided and the place of record of the last 
instrument in the chain of title. When the plat is of land acquired from more than one (1) 
source of title, the outlines of the several tracts shall be indicated upon the plat. The plat 
shall also identify the deed book and page number of any previously recorded subdivision 
plat applicable to the subject property, or any portion thereof. 

29-160(b) (b) No monuments other than those required by paragraph (a) shall be required to be set 
before recordation of the final plat or the conveyance of land by reference to plat if the 
professional engineer or land surveyor includes in his certification on the plat that any 
additional monuments required by this chapter shall be set on or before a specified later 
date. 

29-230(1) (1) Each subdivider shall pay to the city his pro rata share of the cost of providing 
reasonable and necessary sewer, water and drainage improvements not located on the 
property, if such improvements are necessitated or required, at least in part, by the 
construction or improvement of the subdivision, provided that: (i) no payment shall be 
required until the city establishes a general sewer, water and drainage improvement 
program for an area having related and common sewer, water and drainage conditions and 
within which the property is located or the city council has committed itself by ordinance to 
the establishment of such a program; and (ii) the program complies with the requirements 
of Va. Code § 15.2-2243. 

29-260(b) (b) Upon completion of required site-related improvements, a developer shall submit to the 
agent a certificate of completion prepared by a professional engineer or a land surveyor, 
and the developer shall also submit his or her own certification to the agent that all of the 
construction costs for the improvements, including those for materials and labor, have been 
paid to the person(s) constructing the improvements. 

30-3 The city assessor of real estate shall annually notify the owners or officers in control of 
properties subject to the service charge imposed by section 30-1 of his determination of the 
value of such property, in the same manner as is utilized to so notify the owners of taxable 
property, and any person aggrieved by such annual valuation or by the assessor's 
assessment of the service charge may apply to the assessor for hearing and correction of the 
same in accordance with the procedure set forth within section 30-73 of this chapter. If the 
assessor determines the valuation or assessment to be erroneous he shall correct it. 

30-6(b) (b) In the event that the assessing official determines that he has erroneously assessed an 
applicant with a local tax, he shall exonerate the applicant from the payment of so much as 
is erroneously charged, if not already paid into the city treasury. If the assessment has been 
paid, the city council shall, upon the certificate of the assessing official with the consent of 
the city attorney that such assessment was erroneous, direct the city treasurer to refund the 
excess to the taxpayer, with interest if authorized by law. However, the city treasurer is 
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hereby authorized to approve and issue, without the above-referenced certificate, any 
refund up to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) resulting from an erroneous 
assessment. 

30-34(c) (c) The situs for purposes of assessment of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats and aircraft 
shall be the city, if they are normally garaged, parked or otherwise physically kept in the city 
as of January first, or other appropriate situs date as provided under section 30-38; 
however, (i) the situs for vehicles with a weight of ten thousand (10,000) pounds or less 
registered in Virginia but normally garaged, docked or parked in another state shall be the 
locality in Virginia where registered, and (ii) if the owner of a business files a return 
pursuant to § 58.1-3518 of the Virginia Code for any vehicle with a weight of ten thousand 
(10,000) pounds or less registered in Virginia and used in the business with the locality 
from which the use of such vehicle is directed or controlled and in which the owner's 
business has a definite place of business, as defined in § 58.1-3700.1, the situs for such 
vehicles shall be such locality, provided the owner has sufficient evidence that he has paid 
the personal property tax on the business vehicles to such locality. 

 

(1) In the event it cannot be determined where a motor vehicle, travel trailer, boat or 
aircraft is normally parked, garaged or kept, the situs for taxation shall be the domicile of 
the owner. Any person domiciled in another state, whose motor vehicle is principally 
garaged or parked in the City of Charlottesville during the tax year, shall not be subject to a 
personal property tax on such vehicle upon a showing of sufficient evidence that such 
person has paid a personal property tax on the vehicle in the state in which he is domiciled. 
In the event the owner of a motor vehicle is a full-time student attending an institution of 
higher education, the situs shall be the domicile of such student, provided the student has 
presented sufficient evidence that he has paid a personal property tax on the motor vehicle 
in his domicile. 

 

(2) Any person who shall pay a personal property tax on a motor vehicle to the City of 
Charlottesville and a similar tax on the same vehicle in the state of his domicile, or in the 
state where such motor vehicle is normally garaged, docked, or parked, may apply to the 
city for a refund of such tax payment. Upon a showing by the taxpayer of sufficient evidence 
that he has paid the tax for the same year in the state in which he is domiciled, the city will 
refund the amount of such payment. 

30-35(c) (c) If any person liable to file a return of any of the subjects of taxation mentioned in this 
chapter neglects or refuses to file such return for any year within the time prescribed, the 
commissioner of the revenue shall, from the best information he can obtain, enter the fair 
market value of such property and assess the same as if it had been reported to him. 

30-37(a), 
(b) 

(a) Based on the returns filed and such statutory assessments as may be necessary, the 
commissioner of revenue shall prepare property books, in the form prescribed by the state 
department of taxation, showing the assessed value of all taxable tangible personal property 
and machinery and tools and the taxes levied thereon. The commissioner of the revenue 
shall retain in his office the original personal property book. 
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(b) Within ninety (90) days from the date the rate of tax on personal property has been 
determined the commissioner of the revenue shall deliver one (1) certified copy of the 
personal property book to the treasurer of his county or city and, if requested by the 
department in writing, to the department of taxation. The department of taxation may, for 
good cause, extend the time of delivery for such books. Thereafter, the commissioner may 
prepare such supplements to the book as may be necessary and forward them to the 
treasurer and department of taxation, if requested by the department. The personal 
property books may be produced in the form of microfilm, microfiche, any other similar 
micro-photographic process, or by electronic means, and shall be distributed as designated 
in that form so long as such process complies with standards adopted pursuant to 
regulations issued under § 42.1-82 of the Virginia Code and is acceptable to and meets the 
requirements of the recipients designated by this section. The treasurer and the 
commissioner of the revenue need not preserve copies of the personal property book for a 
period of longer than six (6) years following the tax year to which such book relates. 

30-39(c) (c) The volunteer member must furnish to the commissioner of revenue, a certification of 
the chief or head of the volunteer organization, certifying that the volunteer is a member of 
the volunteer rescue squad or organization who regularly responds to calls or regularly 
performs other duties for the rescue squad or fire department, and identifying the specific 
motor vehicle owned or leased by the volunteer member. The certification shall be 
submitted by January 31 of each year to the commissioner of revenue; however, the 
commissioner of revenue shall be authorized, in his discretion, and for good cause shown 
(without fault on the part of the volunteer member) to accept a certification after the 
January 31 deadline. 

30-66 The annual assessment by the assessor of real estate shall be completed by December 
thirty-first of the year in which such assessments are made. The assessor of real estate shall 
prepare a book in such form as he may adopt, showing such assessments in the manner 
provided by the applicable state laws, which shall constitute the land book. Taxes for each 
year shall be extended on the basis of the land book made in that year, subject to such 
changes as may have been lawfully made. Sufficient copies of such book shall be prepared to 
comply with the statutes relating to land books. 

30-69 The circuit court, or the judge thereof in vacation, shall, annually, appoint for the city a 
board of equalization of real estate assessments, to be composed of three (3) members. 
Each member shall be a freeholder of the city and shall be selected by the court, or the judge 
thereof in vacation, from the citizens of the city. Each member shall remain a resident of the 
city during his term of office. 

30-73(b) (b) Any person aggrieved by an assessment made by the assessor of real estate shall have 
the right to a hearing before the city assessor, upon filing a written request with the 
assessor within thirty (30) days after mailing of the notice of such assessment or of a change 
in such assessment. Following this hearing the city assessor shall set forth his ruling in 
writing. 

38-98(5)a., 
(5)c. 

a. The first seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500.00) of any income (i) received by 
any claimant and classified as permanent disability compensation or (ii) received by any 
claimant who is at least sixty-five (65) years of age, is permanently and totally disabled, and 
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can show that he or she did receive permanent disability compensation for at least twenty-
four (24) consecutive months immediately prior to his or her sixty-fifth birthday, shall not 
be included in such total; 

 

… 

 

c. If a person who has previously qualified for an exemption under this article can prove by 
clear and convincing evidence that after qualifying his physical or mental health has 
deteriorated to the point that the only alternative to permanently residing in a hospital, 
nursing home, convalescent home or other facility for physical or mental care is to have a 
relative move in and provide care for the person, and if a relative does move in for that 
purpose, then none of the income of the relative or of the relative's spouse transferred 
assets in excess of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) without adequate consideration within 
a three-year period prior to or after the relative moves into his residence; and 

30-160(a) (a) The owner of residential real estate who seeks to obtain the exemption authorized by 
this division shall apply to qualify for the exemption at the same time he applies for a 
building permit to rehabilitate, renovate or replace a building or structure. The application 
for exemption shall be filed with the city assessor. 

30-168 
(a)(5) 

(5) A list of uncollected balances of previously billed taxes amounting to less than twenty 
dollars ($20.00) each as to which the treasurer has determined that the costs of collecting 
such balance would exceed the amount recoverable, provided that the treasurer shall not 
include on such list any balances with respect to which he or she has reason to believe that 
the taxpayer has purposely paid less than the amount due and owing. 

30-169(b) (b) The treasurer may, or shall at the direction of city council or a committee thereof, certify 
to the assessor a copy of the list of real estate on the assessor's land book improperly placed 
thereon or not ascertainable. The treasurer shall be given credit for the entire amount of the 
taxes included in the list and may destroy the tax tickets made out by him or her for such 
taxes. The treasurer shall be given credit for all taxes shown on the list mentioned in section 
30-168(a)(4)—(6) and for obligations discharged in bankruptcy as described in 30-168(a). 

30-172 The city council may appoint or hire, with the approval of the treasurer and upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon, one (1) or more attorneys to collect any local taxes or other 
charges which have been delinquent for six (6) months or more. Any attorney so appointed 
or hired shall be entitled to exercise, for the purpose of collecting the taxes or other charges 
referred to him or her, the powers conferred by law upon the treasurer, shall promptly 
report and pay over to the treasurer all collections made and, at the conclusion of his term 
of appointment or employment, shall provide the treasurer with a list of those taxes or 
other charges referred to the attorney for collection that remain unpaid. 

 

Proceedings under this chapter for the sale of property for delinquent taxes shall be 
instituted and conducted in the name of the City of Charlottesville by such attorney as the 
city council or treasurer employs for such purpose. The treasurer is authorized to post the 
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necessary bonds for such attorneys to act as special commissioners for the sale of 
delinquent lands. The bond shall be delivered to the clerk of the circuit court of the City of 
Charlottesville and shall be recorded by the clerk in his or her special commissioner's bond 
book. 

30-227 
(b)(2) 

(2) If a customer believes that an amount of tax, charge, or fee or an assignment of place of 
primary use or taxing jurisdiction included on a billing is erroneous, the customer shall 
notify his home service provider in writing. The customer shall include in this written 
notification the street address for the customer's place of primary use, the account name 
and number for which the customer seeks a correction, a description of the error asserted 
by the customer, and any other information that the home service provider reasonably 
requires to process the request. 

30-228 Taxes collected pursuant to this article during each calendar month shall be reported by 
each seller to the commissioner of revenue. The seller shall remit the amount of tax shown 
by the report to have been collected to the city treasurer on or before the last day of the first 
calendar month thereafter, together with the name and address of any purchaser who has 
refused to pay his tax. The required reports shall be in the form prescribed by the 
commissioner of revenue. 

30-252 Transient means any person who, for a period of not more than thirty (30) consecutive 
days, either at his own expense or at the expense of another, obtains lodging for which a 
charge is made at a hotel, as defined in this section. 

30-257 It shall be the duty of every person liable for the collection and remittance of any tax 
imposed by this article to keep and preserve for a period of two (2) years such suitable 
records as may be necessary to determine the amount of charges for lodging, and tax 
thereon as he may have been responsible for collecting and paying to the city. The 
commissioner of revenue shall have the right to inspect all such records at any reasonable 
time. 

30-258 Whenever any person required to collect and remit to the city any tax imposed by this 
article shall cease to operate or otherwise dispose of his business, such tax shall 
immediately become due and payable, and such person shall forthwith make a report and 
remittance thereof. 

30-260(a) (a) If any person, whose duty it is to do so, shall fail or refuse to collect the tax imposed 
under this article and make timely report and remittance thereof, the commissioner of 
revenue shall proceed in such manner as is practicable to obtain facts and information on 
which to base an estimate of the tax due. As soon as the commissioner has procured such 
facts and information as may be obtainable, upon which to base the assessment of any tax 
payable by any person who has failed to collect, report or remit such tax, the commissioner 
shall proceed to determine and assess against such person the tax, penalty and interest 
provided in this article, and shall notify such person by registered mail sent to his last 
known address, of the amount of such tax, penalty and interest, and the total amount 
thereof shall be payable within ten (10) days from the date such notice is sent. 

30-284 
(4)(4) 

(4) Any food or food product purchased with food coupons issued by the United States 
Department of Agriculture under the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
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(SNAP), or drafts issued through the Virginia Special Supplemental Food Program for 
Women, Infants and Children; 

30-290 Whenever any person required to collect and remit to the city any tax imposed by this 
article shall cease to operate or otherwise dispose of his business, the tax shall immediately 
become due and payable, and the person shall immediately make a report and remittance 
thereof. 

30-292(a) (a) If any person whose duty it is to do so shall fail or refuse to collect the tax imposed under 
this article and make timely report and remittance thereof, the commissioner of revenue 
shall proceed in such manner as is practicable to obtain facts and information on which to 
base an estimate of the tax due. As soon as the commissioner has procured whatever facts 
and information may be obtainable, upon which to base the assessment of any tax payable 
by any person who has failed to collect, report or remit such tax, the commissioner shall 
proceed to determine and assess against such person the tax, penalty and interest provided 
in this article, and shall notify the person, by certified mail sent to his last known address, of 
the amount of such tax, penalty and interest. The total amount thereof shall be payable ten 
(10) days after the date such notice is sent. 

30-322 If any person, whose duty it is so to do, shall fail or refuse to collect the tax imposed under 
this article and to make, within the time provided in this article, the returns and remittances 
required in this article, the commissioner of revenue shall proceed in such manner as he 
may deem best to obtain facts and information on which to base an estimate of the tax due. 
As soon as the commissioner procures such facts and information as he is able to obtain 
upon which to base the assessment of any tax payable by any person who has failed or 
refused to collect such tax and to make such return and remittance, he shall proceed to 
determine and assess against such person the tax, penalty and interest provided for by this 
article and shall notify such person, by certified mail, sent to his last known place of address, 
of the total amount of such tax, penalty and interest and the total amount thereof shall be 
payable within ten (10) days from the date of such notice. In the event such tax is not paid 
within ten (10) days from the date of the notice, the city treasurer shall proceed to collect 
same in accordance with article VI of this chapter and Code of Virginia, chapter 39 of title 
58.1 (section 58.1-3900 et seq.). 

30-450 Director means the director of finance for the City of Charlottesville, or his or her designee. 

 

… 

 

Treasurer means the treasurer for the City of Charlottesville, or his or her designee. 

30-454(a) (a) Every dealer in cigarettes is hereby required and it shall be his duty to purchase such 
stamps at the office of the treasurer as shall be necessary to pay the tax levied and imposed 
by this article, and to affix or cause to be affixed, a stamp or stamps of the prescribed 
monetary value to each package of cigarettes prior to delivering or furnishing such 
cigarettes to any seller. 
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30-456(a) (a) When, upon examination and audit of any invoices, records, books, canceled checks or 
other memoranda touching on the purchase, sale, receipt, storage or possession of tobacco 
products taxed herein, any dealer or other person liable for the tax is unable to furnish 
evidence to the director of sufficient tax payments and stamp purchases to cover cigarettes 
which were sold, used, stored, received, purchased or possessed by him, the prima facie 
presumption shall arise that such cigarettes were received, sold, used, stored, purchased or 
possessed by him without the proper tax having been paid. The director shall, from the 
results of such examination and audit based upon such direct or indirect information 
available, assess the tax due and unpaid. 

30-457(g) (g) Any seized and confiscated cigarettes, vending machines or other property used in the 
furtherance of any illegal evasion of the tax may be disposed of by sale or other method 
deemed appropriate by the director thirty (30) days after notice to the person from whom 
the items were seized, and any other known holder of a property interest in the property. 
The notice shall state that the owner or holder of a property interest may challenge the 
proposed sale and forfeiture by written appeal to the Charlottesville City Manager at least 
five (5) days prior to the date of the proposed sale. The appellant shall have the right to 
personally appear before the city manager, or his or her designee, and to present any 
relevant evidence or witnesses, to question any witness for the city, and to assert any 
available affirmative defense. The city manager shall render a written decision on the 
appeal within ten (10) working days. If a timely appeal is filed, no sale and forfeiture shall 
occur unless and until the city manager renders a decision rejecting the appeal. 

30-458(a) (a) Should any person, after acquiring from the treasurer any stamps provided for in this 
article, cease to be engaged in a business necessitating the use of the stamps, or should the 
stamps be damaged to the extent that they are unusable, such person shall be entitled to a 
refund of the denominational or face amount of any such stamps, less any discount, upon 
presenting the stamps to the treasurer and furnishing the treasurer with an affidavit 
showing, to his satisfaction, that the stamps were acquired by such person but not used, and 
the reason for requesting the refund. 

30-461 
(a)(1) 

(1) To perform any act or fail to perform any act for the purpose of evading the payment of 
any tax imposed by this article or of any part thereof, or for any dealer or seller, with intent 
to violate any provision of this article, to fail or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed 
upon him under the provisions of this article, or to fail or refuse to obey any lawful order 
which the director may issue under this article. 

30-475 Disabled veteran means any veteran who has been rated by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs or its successor agency pursuant to federal law to have a one hundred (100) percent 
service-connected, permanent, and total disability, and who occupies the real property as 
his principal place of residence. 

30-477(4) (4) The surviving spouse of a veteran eligible for the exemption set forth in this article shall 
also qualify for the exemption, so long as the death of the veteran occurs on or after January 
1, 2011, the surviving spouse does not remarry, and the surviving spouse continues to 
occupy the real property as his or her principal place of residence. 

31-36 It shall be the duty of the gas superintendent and such other persons as he may from time to 
time designate to attend at places where, from fire or other cause, there is danger of loss of 
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gas by burning or waste, and to shut off the gas, remove meters or do anything else proper 
for the safety of persons or property. 

31-37 Gas apparatus and premises of consumers shall be examined free of charge on receiving 
notice of any suspected leaks. If the gas superintendent determines that a gas leak on 
customer premises is a safety hazard, he may terminate service immediately or may require 
that the leak be repaired at customer expense within a reasonable length of time; and if such 
repairs are not completed within the specified time period, he may terminate service until 
such repairs are completed. For purposes of this section, leaks occurring downstream from 
the meter shall be considered to be on customer premises. 

31-61 
(a)(1), 
(a)(2) 

(1) The customer has first executed an interruptible transportation service (TS) contract 
under which he may elect to be a TS customer only or to be both a TS customer and an 
interruptible sales service (IS) customer. 

 

(2) Should the customer elect to be a TS customer only, he will be agreeing that he has no 
backup IS service and therefore shall be limited to use of customer owned gas. Any gas used 
in excess of customer owned gas on a daily or monthly basis shall be billed at IS rates plus 
TS rates for TS only customers plus any penalties incurred by the city as a result of such 
unauthorized use. 

31-64(c) (c) The normal deposit requirement will be waived, if: 

 

(1) The applicant furnishes a letter from another gas, water or electric utility with whom he 
has had service within the past twenty-four (24) months certifying that he has maintained 
an acceptable credit record; or 

 

(2) The director of finance is able to establish by telephone call to another gas, water or 
electric utility with which the applicant has had service within the past twenty-four (24) 
months that the applicant had no terminations for nonpayment within the most recent 
twenty-four (24) months in which he had service; or 

 

(3) The applicant has had city water or gas service at the same or some other address 
within the past twenty-four (24) months and had no terminations for nonpayment within 
the most recent twenty-four (24) months in which he had service. 

31-67 Whenever the director of finance determines that gas service which was terminated for 
nonpayment or any other reason has been restored by someone other than authorized 
personnel of the city, he shall have the metering device for that service removed and shall 
assess a charge of fifty dollars ($50.00) to such account, payable in advance, to return the 
meter to service. In addition, before restoring service to such account, the director of 
finance shall collect an additional deposit as required by section 31-64(d). 
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31-101(a) (a) Applications for sewer and water connections shall be made and the availability of 
sewer and water determined at the same time as the application for a building permit. The 
owner or agent shall immediately designate on the site the location where he desires these 
utilities to enter his property. The city will then proceed with the installation of service lines 
to the property line. It shall be the responsibility of the owner to keep a record of the 
location and elevation of these services at the property line. The building shall then be set to 
conform to these elevations. Where connection to a city sewer is made by the owner on 
private property, the installation shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this 
Code relative to sewers, bearing in mind that the owner shall set the elevation of the 
building to conform thereto. 

31-102(a), 
(b), (e)(4) 

(a) Whenever any person owning or leasing property for which water service has been 
installed desires the initiation of water delivery, he shall make written application to the 
director of finance on forms prescribed by the director. 

 

(b) Whenever any person owning or leasing property along an existing city water main 
desires to provide a service connection from such main to such property, he shall make 
application to the director of finance on forms prescribed by the director. The charge for a 
water connection for a meter provided, installed and set by the city under this subsection 
shall be as follows: 

 

… 

 

(e)(4) The subdivider or developer installs at his expense any required mains and service 
lines in accordance with city standards. 

31-105 It shall be unlawful for any person, other than a regular licensed plumber or an authorized 
agent acting under authority granted by the city, or one (1) of the city's authorized 
personnel, while acting in his official capacity, to turn off or on or cause to be turned off or 
on the city water at the curb stopcock box or meter box or remove or replace a water meter 
or connect the city water with the house service after a meter has been removed or make 
any connection around a meter or otherwise change any portion of the city's water system. 

31-117 No person shall take from the city water supply any water except as provided in this 
chapter, nor shall any person use any city water for a purpose for which he has neither paid 
nor contracted with the city. 

31-152(c) (c) The normal deposit requirement will be waived if: 
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(1) The applicant furnishes a letter from another gas, water or electric utility with whom he 
has had service within the past twenty-four (24) months certifying that he has maintained 
an acceptable credit record; or 

 

(2) The director of finance is able to establish by telephone call to another gas, water or 
electric utility with which the applicant has had service within the past twenty-four (24) 
months that the applicant had no terminations for nonpayment within the most recent 
twenty-four (24) months in which he had service; or 

 

(3) The applicant has had city water or gas service at the same or some other address 
within the past twenty-four (24) months and had no terminations for nonpayment within 
the most recent twenty-four (24) months in which he had service. 

31-156(b) (b) Any water customer not discharging the entire volume of water used into the city's 
sanitary sewer system shall be allowed a reduction in the charges imposed under this 
section, provided such person installs, at his expense, a separate, city-approved water 
connection to record water which will not reach the city sewer system. The cost and other 
terms of section 31-102 shall apply. For customers with monthly water consumption in 
excess of thirty thousand (30,000) cubic feet, where the director of finance considers the 
installation of a separate meter to be impracticable, the director may establish a formula 
which will be calculated to require such person to pay the sewer charge only on that part of 
the water used by such person which ultimately reaches the city sewers. 

31-257 The director of public works shall notify the owner, or authorized agent of the owner, of any 
building or premises in which there is found a violation of this article of such violation. Such 
notice shall be in writing and shall set a reasonable time for the owner to have the violation 
removed or corrected. Upon failure of the owner to have the defect corrected by the end of 
the specified time interval the director of public works may, if in his judgment an imminent 
health hazard exists, cause the water service to the building or premises to be terminated or 
deny service to such premises. 

31-262(a) (a) The building official shall inspect the plumbing within every building in the city as 
frequently as in his judgment may be necessary to ensure that such plumbing has been 
installed and maintained in such a manner as to prevent the possibility of pollution of the 
water supply of the city through the plumbing. 

31-263(a) (a) The superintendent shall inspect all water lines, appliances and equipment owned and 
operated by the city within its boundaries and used to collect, store, transport, purify and 
treat water for drinking or domestic use, and lines used to distribute water to each 
building's plumbing system up to the point where it enters the building, as frequently as in 
his judgment may be necessary to ensure that system has been installed in such a manner as 
to prevent the possibility of pollution of the water supply of the city through the 
distribution system. 
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32-1(b) (b) The chief of police or a police officer duly designated by him shall investigate all 
complaints of violations of this chapter and shall maintain records of all such complaints 
and investigations. 

32-
2(d)(1), 
(d)(2) 

(d) Any vehicle's registration under this chapter shall be subject to revocation, as follows: 

 

(1) If the chief of police receives information that a passenger motor vehicle for hire, 
including any taxicab, registered under the provisions of this chapter appears to pose a 
threat to the health, safety, welfare or comfort of the vehicle's driver(s), passengers or the 
general public, he shall give the owner of such vehicle not less than ten (10) days' written 
notice, by certified mail, to appear before him to show cause why the registration of the 
vehicle should not be revoked or suspended. The notice shall specify the nature of the 
information received by the police chief, a notice that the failure to respond may result in 
the suspension or revocation of the vehicle's registration, and shall inform the vehicle's 
owner that he or she may present information, by witnesses or otherwise, at a hearing. The 
required notice shall also specify a hearing date, not sooner than ten (10) days following the 
date of the notice. If, after providing the vehicle's owner with notice and an opportunity to 
be heard, the police chief determines that the vehicle poses a threat to the health, safety, 
welfare or comfort of its driver(s), passengers or the general public, the chief may revoke 
the registration, or if appropriate, may suspend the registration until the offending 
conditions have been corrected. 

 

(2) The owner of a vehicle for which a registration is revoked or suspended by the chief of 
police shall have the right to appeal to the city manager. The suspension or revocation shall 
remain effective during the pendency of the appeal. This right of appeal must be exercised 
by contacting the city manager, in writing and within ten (10) calendar days after the date 
on which the revocation or suspension is ordered, to request a review of the police chief's 
decision. If no such written notice of appeal is received in the city manager's office within 
the ten-day period, the appeal shall be denied. Upon timely receipt of a written request to 
review a decision of the police chief pursuant to this section, the city manager shall schedule 
a date on which the taxicab owner and the chief of police may appear before him to be heard 
on the appeal. Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, this hearing shall take place within 
fourteen (14) calendar days from the date on which the request for an appeal was received 
by the city manager, and the city manager shall render his decision on the appeal with 
fourteen (14) calendar days following the hearing. 

32-3(a), 
(d), (e)(1) 

(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle for hire, including any taxicab, in the city until he 
has been registered by the chief of police, as follows: 

 

(1) On or before January 1st of each calendar year, or no later than March 1 of the calendar 
year if the driver was registered with the police during the preceding calendar year, a 
person who drives, or intends to drive a passenger motor vehicle for hire, including a 
taxicab, within the city shall apply to the chief of police for a registration. 
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(2) Each applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the chief of police his or her 
moral and business integrity, ability to safely and legally drive a passenger motor vehicle for 
hire, including a taxicab, and his knowledge of city traffic laws and ordinances and of the 
provisions of this chapter. The chief of police shall conduct an investigation with respect to 
each applicant's application and qualifications. 

 

a. Each applicant shall state on his application whether he is self-employed or employed by 
a taxicab or other type of operator. A self-employed applicant shall present a copy of a 
current business license authorizing him to do business in the city. An applicant employed 
by an operator shall present a signed statement attesting to such employment. 

 

… 

 

(d) No person shall permit any passenger motor vehicle for hire, including any taxicab, 
owned or controlled by him to be driven in the performance of any transportation service in 
the city by a person who has not been registered by the chief of police as required by this 
chapter. 

 

… 

 

(e) A driver's registration shall be subject to suspension and/or revocation, as follows: 

 

(1) If the chief of police receives information suggesting that a taxicab driver registered 
under this chapter may pose a threat to the health, safety, welfare or comfort of passengers 
or the general public, he shall give such driver not less than ten (10) days' notice, by 
certified mail, to appear at a hearing to show cause why the driver's registration should not 
be denied, suspended or revoked. The required notice shall specify the nature of the 
information received by the police chief, a notice that the failure to respond may result in 
the denial, suspension or revocation of the driver's registration, and shall inform the driver 
that he may present information at a hearing, by witnesses or otherwise. The required 
notice shall also specify a hearing date, not to be sooner than ten (10) days following the 
date of the notice. 

32-7(c), 
(e), (f) 

(c) Operator. Any person who, for compensation, sells or offers for sale transportation 
subject to this chapter, or who makes any contract, agreement or arrangement to provide, 
procure, furnish or arrange for such transportation, or who holds himself out by 
advertisement, solicitation or otherwise as one who sells, provides, procures, contracts or 
arranges for such transportation. The term shall include the person who owns a passenger 
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motor vehicle for hire, including a taxicab, and any agents and/or other representatives of 
such owner. The term shall not include any bona fide employee driver of an operator so far 
as concerns transportation furnished, or to be furnished, by the employee driver on behalf 
of such operator; however, the term shall include the driver of a taxicab if the driver is also 
the owner of the taxicab. 

 

… 

 

(e) Chief of police. Wherever used in this chapter, the phrase "chief of police" or "police 
chief" shall mean and refer to the chief of the Charlottesville Police Department, and/or a 
police officer designated by the chief to act on his behalf. 

 

(f) City manager. Wherever used in this chapter, the phrase "city manager" shall mean and 
refer to the city manager of the City of Charlottesville, and/or a member of the city 
manager's staff designated by the city manager to act on his behalf. 

32-63 No driver of a taxicab shall have in his possession a lighted cigarette, cigar or pipe when any 
passenger being carried in his taxicab requests him to extinguish the same. No driver shall 
engage in chewing tobacco or using snuff when any passenger being carried in his taxicab 
requests that he not do so. 

32-69 No taxicab driver shall transport a nonpaying passenger with a paying passenger, except 
bona fide officers or employees of the owner, driver trainees, or a police officer engaged in 
the performance of his duties and unable to obtain other adequate means of transportation. 

32-70 A taxicab driver shall not deceive or attempt to deceive any passenger who may ride in the 
driver's taxicab, or who may desire to ride in the taxicab, as to his destination or the rate of 
fare to be charged. A taxicab driver shall not convey any passenger, or cause him to be 
conveyed, to a place other than directed by the passenger. In no event shall any taxicab 
driver take a longer route than is necessary to the passenger's destination than necessary, 
unless so requested by the passenger. 

32-74 No person shall drive a taxicab in the city without being registered by the chief of police as 
required by section 32-3 of this chapter, and no person shall permit any motor vehicle 
owned or controlled by him to be used for or in connection with the provision of any taxicab 
service(s) by or through any person who has not been so registered. 

32-92(b), 
(c) 

(b) Any owner of a taxicab wishing to change his rate schedule shall file a proposed new 
schedule with the chief of police at least thirty (30) days before the new schedule may take 
effect. A notice shall be posted in that owner's vehicle or vehicles indicating that the 
proposed change has been filed and the proposed effective date. At the end of the thirty-day 
period the owner may implement the new rates, provided a certificate is obtained from the 
chief of police indicating that the meter has been changed to reflect accurately the new rates 
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and that the new rates have been displayed on the exterior or interior of the taxicab as 
required by section 32-93. 

 

(c) Each owner's filed rates, when effective, shall constitute the maximum charges which the 
owner or his employee may charge for taxicab service within the city. However, nothing 
shall prevent an owner or operator from charging less than the rate shown on the meter or 
offering discounts for elderly or handicapped persons, frequent riders or other classes of 
customers. 

33-2(a) (a) No person shall engage in the business of selling firearms, dirks or bowie knives without 
having first procured an annual permit from the city manager to engage in such business. 
Such permit shall be used by such person in applying for his business license under chapter 
14 of this Code. 

33-5(a), 
(d)(1), 
(d)(5), 
(d)(7) 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to carry about his person, hidden from common 
observation: 

 

… 

 

(d) This section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Any person while in his own place of abode or curtilage thereof. 

 

… 

 

(5) Any person carrying such weapons between his place of abode and a place of purchase 
or repair, provided the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being 
transported. 

 

… 

 

(7) Any person actually engaged in lawful hunting, as authorized by the state board of game 
and inland fisheries, under inclement weather conditions necessitating temporary 
protection of his firearm from those conditions. 

33-6 No person shall wilfully discharge or cause to be discharged any firearm within the city; 
provided, that this section shall not apply to any law enforcement officer in the performance 
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of his official duties, nor to any other person whose wilful act is otherwise justifiable or 
excusable at law in the protection of his life or property, or is otherwise specifically 
authorized by law; provided further, that this section shall not apply to any person shooting 
in licensed shooting galleries or shooting inside a building on a shooting range so 
constructed as to prevent the shot, projectile or other missile which has been fired from 
escaping or ricocheting. 

33-
9(e)(10) 

(10) If a deer which has been shot with an arrow leaves the property on which the hunter 
has permission to hunt, the hunter shall obtain permission from any property owner over 
which he or she must travel to pursue or retrieve the deer. 

Ch. 34 
(Section 
Analysis) 

Sec. 34-290. Chairman; vice-chairman; secretary. 

34-
28(a)(2) 

(2) On appeal, the city council shall hear and make a final determination upon the petition 
within sixty (60) days of the date on which the appeal was filed with the clerk of council. 
The owner or his agent may appeal the decision of the planning commission to the city 
council within ten (10) days after the commission's final decision. The appeal shall be by 
written petition to the city council, and shall set forth the specific factual and legal reasons 
for the appeal. 

34-
41(d)(4) 

(4) Maps. One or more maps showing the proposed project's neighborhood context, existing 
natural and man-made conditions, and existing topography. If the proposal is to amend an 
existing planned unit development district, and the proposed amendment would affect less 
area than the entire district, the applicant shall submit a map showing the entire existing 
PUD and identifying any area to be added to or deleted from the district, or identifying the 
area to which the amended PUD plan or any amended proffers, would apply. If the proposal 
is for a special use permit, and the area proposed to be subject to the special use permit is 
less than an entire lot (or less than an entire PUD, if applicable) a map shall be provided 
showing the area proposed to be subject to the special use permit. 

34-
82(a)(1) 

(1) An owner of property determined to be in violation of this chapter or of any regulation 
adopted pursuant to this chapter found to exist on his property. 

34-83(c), 
(d), (f) 

(c) The zoning administrator may, if so specified in the violation notice and/or correction 
order, revoke any permit or certificate previously issued by him. 

 

(d) Any written notice of a zoning violation or a written order of the zoning administrator 
shall include a statement informing the recipient that he may have a right to appeal the 
notice of a zoning violation or a written order to the board of zoning appeals as provided in 
section 34-137, and that the decision shall be final if not appealed within the applicable time 
period. The appeal shall be taken by filing with the zoning administrator, and with the board 
of zoning appeals, a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 

 

… 
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(f) Where a violation notice and/or correction order is issued and such violation has not 
ceased within such reasonable time as the zoning administrator has specified, he shall 
institute such action as may be necessary to terminate the violation. The zoning 
administrator may initiate injunction, mandamus, abatement, criminal or civil warrant, or 
any other appropriate action to prevent, enjoin, abate or remove such violation of any 
provision of this chapter. 

34-106(e) (e) The zoning administrator may delegate his authority to other city officials or employees 
duly appointed to serve as his assistant(s). 

34-108 The zoning administrator is authorized to grant a variance to building setbacks of less than 
one (1) foot, provided that he finds in writing that: (i) the strict application of the ordinance 
would produce undue hardship; (ii) such hardship is not shared generally by other 
properties in the same zoning district and the same vicinity; and (iii) the authorization of 
the variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property and the character of 
the zoning district will not be changed by the granting of the variance. Prior to the granting 
of a variance, the zoning administrator shall give, or require the applicant to give, all 
adjoining property owners written notice of the request for variance, and an opportunity to 
respond to the request within twenty-one (21) days of the date of the notice. If any 
adjoining property owner objects to said request in writing within the time specified above, 
the request shall be transferred to the board of zoning appeals for decision. 

34-110(a) (a) The zoning administrator shall keep careful and comprehensive records of applications, 
permits issued, certificates issued, inspections made, reports rendered and notices issued. 
He shall retain records of all action in connection with building work as required by state 
law. 

34-111 (a) In no event shall a written order, requirement, decision or determination made by the 
zoning administrator or other administrative officer be subject to change, modification or 
reversal by any zoning administrator or other administrative officer after sixty (60) days 
have elapsed from the date of the written order, requirement, decision or determination 
where the person affected by such action has materially changed his position in good faith 
reliance on the action of the zoning administrator or other administrative officer unless it is 
proven that such order, requirement, decision or determination was obtained through 
malfeasance of the zoning administrator or other administrative officer, or through fraud. 
The sixty-day limitation shall not apply in any case where, with the concurrence of the city 
attorney, modification is required to correct clerical or other nondiscretionary errors. 

 

(b) The zoning administrator shall respond within ninety (90) days of a request for a 
decision or determination on zoning matters within the scope of his authority, unless the 
requester has agreed to a longer period. 

 



Code 
Section 

 

Text 

(c) The zoning administrator may request and shall receive, so far as may be necessary in 
the discharge of his duties, the assistance and cooperation of the chief of police in enforcing 
orders and of the city attorney in prosecuting violations and of other city officials. 

34-126(b), 
(c) 

(b) A member whose term expires shall continue to serve until his successor is appointed 
and qualifies. Any member of the board may be removed for malfeasance, misfeasance or 
nonfeasance in office or for other just cause by the circuit court, after a hearing is held after 
at least fifteen (15) days notice. 

 

(c) Up to three (3) alternate members to the board of zoning appeals may be appointed by 
the circuit court. The qualifications, terms and compensation of alternate members shall be 
the same as those of regular members. A regular member, when he knows he will be absent 
from a meeting, shall notify the chairman twenty-four (24) hours prior to such meeting. The 
chairman shall select an alternate to serve in the absent member's place and the records of 
the board shall so note. 

34-128 The board of zoning appeals shall select one (1) of its members as chairman and one (1) as 
vice-chairman, who shall serve in such capacity for a term of one (1) year and until their 
successors have been selected. The board may elect as its secretary either one (1) of its 
members or a qualified individual who is not a member of the board, excluding the alternate 
members, who shall serve in such capacity for a term of one (1) year and until his successor 
has been selected. A secretary who is not a member of the board shall not be entitled to vote 
on matters before the board. 

34-131(b) (b) Meetings. Meetings of the board shall be held at the call of the chairman, and at such 
other times as the board may determine. Such chairman, or in his absence the acting 
chairman, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. The board shall 
give notice of its meetings in accordance with applicable requirements of the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"). 

34-136(a) (a) A variance may be granted where a property owner can show that his property was 
acquired in good faith and where by reason of the exceptional narrowness, shallowness, size 
or shape of a specific piece of property at the time of the effective date of the ordinance, or 
where by reason of exceptional topographic conditions or other extraordinary situation or 
condition of the piece of property, or of the condition, situation or development of property 
immediately adjacent thereto, the strict application of the terms of the ordinance would 
effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property, or where the 
board is satisfied, upon the evidence heard by it, that the granting of the variance will 
alleviate a clearly demonstrable hardship approaching confiscation, as distinguished from a 
special privilege or convenience sought by the applicant. 

34-137(b) (b) Such an appeal shall be taken within thirty (30) days, except as otherwise provided in 
section 34-111 after the decision appealed from by filing with the zoning administrator or 
other official, and with the board, a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. Any 
written notice of a zoning violation or a written order of the zoning administrator dated on 
or after July 1, 1993 shall include a statement informing the recipient that he may have a 
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right to appeal such notice or order within thirty (30) days in accordance with this section, 
and that the decision shall be final and unappealable if not appealed within thirty (30) days. 

34-139(d) (d) If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court that testimony is necessary for the 
proper disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint a commissioner to take 
such evidence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his findings of fact and 
conclusions of law, which shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the 
determination of the court shall be made. The court may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly 
or may modify the decision brought up for review. 

34-158 
(a)(2) 

(2) A written disclosure of the information required by section 34-8 of the City Code and, if 
the applicant is not the owner of the property, written evidence of his status as (i) the 
authorized agent of the property owner, or (ii) a contract purchaser of the property whose 
application is with the permission of the property owner; 

34-164(d) (d) Prior to the expiration of a special use permit, upon written request by the applicant to 
the director, the director, if he finds that the special use permit is still in compliance with all 
applicable ordinances and policies, may grant an extension of up to one (1) year. A request 
for an extension shall be submitted prior to expiration. Written notification of the decision 
on the extension request shall be provided by the director within fourteen (14) business 
days. 

34-166 
(f)(4) 

(4) Additional information as deemed necessary by the director of neighborhood 
development services in order to facilitate a thorough review of the potential impacts of the 
proposed infill development that is the subject of the application. If any applicant fails to 
demonstrate within his application materials that a proposed infill development meets the 
minimum requirements specified in section 34-166(a)—(e), above, the application shall be 
rejected as incomplete. 

34-242(b) (b) The degree of flood protection sought by this division is considered reasonable for 
regulatory purposes and is based on acceptable engineering methods of study, but does not 
imply total flood protection. Larger floods may occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may 
be increased by man-made or natural causes, such as ice jams and bridge openings 
restricted by debris. The applicability of this division to certain lands does not warrant or 
imply that areas outside the floodplain, or land uses permitted within the floodplain, will be 
free from flooding or flood damage. 

34-260 
(b)(4) 

(4) If the floodplain administrator determines that the work constitutes substantial 
improvement, or repair of substantial damage, he or she shall notify the applicant that 
compliance with the flood resistant construction requirements of this division and of the 
USBC is required. 

34-277 
(a)(1) 

(1) The moving, removing, encapsulating or demolition, in whole or in part, of any 
contributing structure or protected property shall be allowed pursuant to an order of the 
city's building code official, without the permission of the BAR or city council on appeal, 
upon the determination of the building code official that the building or structure is in such 
a dangerous, hazardous or unsafe condition that it could reasonably be expected to cause 
death or serious injury before review under the provisions of this article. Upon such a 
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determination, the building code official shall deliver a copy of his order to the director of 
neighborhood development services and to the chairman of the BAR; and 

34-282(b), 
(d) 

(b) Prior to submission of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, a property 
owner or his agent may request a conference with the full BAR, the chairman of the BAR or 
the director of neighborhood development services ("pre-application conference") to 
discuss and review a proposal for activities that require such certificate. The principal 
objective of the conference shall be to simplify and expedite the formal review process. 

 

… 

 

(d) After the pre-application review, if any, has been completed, and at least twenty-one 
(21) days prior to the meeting at which an application will be considered by the BAR, a 
property owner or his agent may apply for a certificate of appropriateness. The following 
information and exhibits shall be submitted along with each application: 

34-283(d) (d) Upon approval of an application by the director of neighborhood development services, 
the director shall issue the approved certificate. If the application is denied, the director 
shall mail or hand-deliver written notice of this decision to the applicant, which notice shall 
set forth the specific reasons for the denial, with reference to specific ordinances, laws or 
regulations. The director shall inform the BAR of his administrative decisions at the next 
regular meeting following the date of such decisions. 

34-284(a) (a) The BAR shall afford each applicant, and any other interested party, an opportunity to be 
heard, prior to rendering its decision on any application. No published notice of a particular 
application is required; however, the director of neighborhood development services shall 
send written notice of the time, date, place and subject of a meeting to the applicant, or his 
agent, and to each property owner, or his agent, abutting or immediately across a street or 
road from the property that is the subject of the application, and to all properties having 
frontage along the same city street block. Notice sent by first class mail to the last known 
address of such owner or agent, as shown on the city's current real estate assessment 
books, postmarked not less than fourteen (14) days before the meeting, shall be deemed 
adequate. A representative of the department of neighborhood development services shall 
make affidavit that such mailing has been made and file the affidavit with the papers related 
to the application. Additionally, a sign shall be posted at the property which is the subject of 
the application, at least ten (10) days prior to the board's meeting, identifying the time, date, 
place and nature of the application which has been scheduled for a hearing. 

34-286(a), 
(d)(4) 

(a) An applicant shall set forth, in writing, the grounds for an appeal, including the 
procedure(s) or standard(s) alleged to have been violated or misapplied by the BAR, and/or 
any additional information, factors or opinions he or she deems relevant to the application. 
The applicant, or his agent, and any aggrieved person, shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard on the appeal. 
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… 

 

(d)(4) If all of the foregoing conditions are not met within the applicable sale period, then 
the city council's decision denying a permit shall stand, unless and until that decision is 
overturned by the circuit court. However, following expiration of the applicable sale period, 
a property owner may renew his request to the city council to approve the demolition of the 
historic landmark, building or structure. 

34-290 Sec. 34-290. Chairman; vice-chairman; secretary. 

 

The BAR shall annually elect from its membership a chairman and vice-chairman, at the first 
meeting held on or after July first each calendar year. Similarly, the members shall elect a 
secretary, who may or may not be a member of the BAR. 

34-308 
(a)(1), 
(a)(4) 

(1) The meetings of the ERB shall be held at the call of its chairman or at such times as a 
quorum of the board may determine. 

 

… 

 

(4) The ERB shall choose annually its own chairman and vice-chairman, who shall act in the 
absence of the chairman. 

34-309(b), 
(d)(5) 

(b) All applications for the certificates required by subparagraphs (a)(1) or (a)(2) above, 
shall be reviewed and approved administratively by the director. If administrative approval 
is granted the applicant shall post a notice of such approval on the subject property. If the 
application is denied the director shall mail or hand-deliver notice of his decision to the 
applicant. In either case, the applicant or any other aggrieved party shall have ten (10) 
working days from the date of the director's decision to appeal the decision to the ERB; no 
certificate shall be issued prior to expiration of the ten-day period. 

 

… 

 

(d)(5) Additions or modifications to a building or structure, where no substantial change in 
design or materials is proposed, as determined by the director of neighborhood 
development services or his designee. 

34-346(d) (d) Upon approval of an application by the director of neighborhood development services, 
the director shall issue the approved certificate. If the application is denied, the director 
shall convey written notice of this decision to the applicant, which notice shall set forth the 
specific reasons for the denial, with reference to specific provisions of this article or 
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applicable design guidelines. The director shall inform the BAR of his administrative 
decisions at the next regular meeting following the date of such decisions. 

34-347(a) (a) The BAR shall afford each applicant, and any other interested party, an opportunity to be 
heard, prior to rendering its decision on any application. The director of neighborhood 
development services shall send written notice of the time, date, place and subject of a 
meeting to the applicant, or his agent, and to each property owner, or his agent, abutting or 
immediately across a street or road from the property that is the subject of the application, 
and to all properties having frontage along the same city street block. Notice sent by first 
class mail to the last known address of such owner or agent, as shown on the city's current 
real estate assessment books, postmarked not less than fourteen (14) days before the 
meeting, shall be deemed adequate. Additionally, a sign shall be posted at the property 
which is the subject of the application, at least ten (10) days prior to the BAR's meeting, and 
identifying the time, date, place and nature of the application which has been scheduled for 
a hearing. 

34-348(a) (a) A decision of the BAR may be appealed to city council by the applicant, or any other 
aggrieved person, by filing a written notice of appeal within ten (10) days from the date of 
decision. An appellant shall set forth, in writing, the grounds for an appeal, including the 
procedure(s) or standard(s) alleged to have been violated or misapplied by the BAR, and/or 
any additional information, factors or opinions he or she deems relevant to the application. 
The applicant, or his agent, and any aggrieved person, shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard on the appeal. 

34-515(a) (a) Prior to the formal submission of an application seeking approval of a proposed PUD, the 
developer or his representative shall hold a conference with the director of neighborhood 
development services concerning the proposal, and shall provide the director with 
unofficial preliminary studies of his development concept and a sketch plan that specifies: 

34-801 
(b)(2) 

(2) The director may delegate in writing to an employee under his supervision any of the 
functions for which the director is responsible; thereafter, any action taken by such 
employee shall be deemed an action of the director himself. Wherever the term "director" is 
used within this division, the term shall mean and include any city employee or official to 
whom the director has delegated responsibility for a particular action. 

34-820 
(b)(1) 

(1) The director shall circulate the plan for review and comment by the following city 
officials, employees and departments, together with notice of the date on which the plan has 
been scheduled for a preliminary site plan conference: the city engineer, the department of 
public works, the fire department, the building code official, the zoning administrator, and 
other city or state officials, employees, departments or agencies whose review and 
comments are deemed necessary by the director. All resulting requirements and 
recommendations shall be forwarded to the director by city staff prior to the date of the 
required preliminary site plan conference. For purposes of this article, the term 
"requirements" shall be deemed to mean regulatory provisions of this chapter, and any duly 
adopted rules and regulations of a reviewing department, and "recommendations" shall be 
deemed to include suggestions for design changes deemed to be in the public interest by a 
reviewing official in the area of his expertise. 
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34-821 (a), 
(b), (c) 

(a) No preliminary site plan conference shall be scheduled by the director to take place 
sooner than twenty-one (21) days following the date on which the application for 
preliminary site plan approval was officially submitted. Preliminary site plan conferences 
shall routinely be held on the first and third Wednesdays of each month; however, 
additional conference dates may be set by the director with adequate notice to 
representatives of the relevant city departments, the planning commission and the 
applicant or his agent. 

 

(b) The preliminary site plan conference shall be open to the public. The director shall post 
notice of the date, time and place of such conference on the city website and publish same in 
some newspaper published or having general circulation in the City of Charlottesville, and 
cause written notice to be sent to the applicant or his agent; the owner, or agent for the 
owner, of each property located within five hundred (500) feet of the property subject to 
site plan review, and all City neighborhood association(s). Notice sent by first class mail to 
the last known address of such owner or agent as shown on the current real estate tax 
assessment books, postmarked not less than five (5) days before the conference, shall be 
deemed adequate. A representative of the department of neighborhood development 
services shall make affidavit that such mailing has been made and file the affidavit with the 
papers related to the site plan application. 

 

(c) Upon conclusion of the preliminary site plan conference; if revisions to the plan are 
required or recommended, the developer shall be notified thereof by the director in writing. 
The director shall advise the developer of the date by which required revisions shall be 
submitted ("revision deadline"). Nothing contained herein shall obligate the developer to 
revise a plan to include recommendations forwarded to him by the director; however, in a 
case where a developer declines to include such recommendations the developer shall 
submit in writing to the director, on or before the revision date, a statement as to the 
reasons and justification for not incorporating the recommendations into the revised plan. 

34-823 
(d), (e) 

(d) If the director or the commission disapproves a preliminary or final site plan, such 
action shall be subject to judicial review as provided within Code of Virginia § 15.2-2260. 
However, if the developer so chooses, he may first appeal a decision of the director to the 
planning commission, provided that such appeal is submitted in writing to the director 
within ten (10) days after the date of the director's disapproval. The commission may 
affirm, reverse or modify, in whole or in part, the decision of the director. 

 

(e) At any time during the review process, an applicant may request that further processing 
or formal action on his application for approval of a preliminary or final site plan be 
indefinitely deferred. Thereafter, the application shall be deemed to have been voluntarily 
withdrawn by the applicant if the applicant fails to initiate, in writing, a reinstatement of 
review so that final action on the plan can be taken within six (6) months after the date the 
deferral was requested. Upon written request received by the director before the date on 
which the application will be deemed to be withdrawn, the director may grant one (1) 
extension of the deferral for a period determined to be reasonable, taking into consideration 
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the size or nature of the proposed development, the complexity of the review, and the laws 
in effect at the time the request for extension is made. 

34-824(b) (b) Neither the zoning administrator nor the city's building code official shall issue any 
required zoning permit, building permit, or certificate of occupancy until he or she has 
received a copy of the approved final site plan for the improvement(s) which are the subject 
of any such required permit or certificate. 

34-825(b), 
(c) 

(b) Upon application filed prior to expiration of a final site plan, the planning commission 
or, in the case of a plan that was approved administratively, the director, may grant one (1) 
or more extensions of such approval for additional periods as the commission may 
determine reasonable, taking into consideration the size and phasing of the proposed site 
and the laws, ordinances and regulations in effect at the time of the request for an extension. 
If the planning commission or director denies a requested extension, and the requesting 
party contends that such denial (i) was not properly based on the applicable city 
ordinance(s), (ii) was not properly based on the foregoing considerations for granting an 
extension, or (iii) was arbitrary or capricious, he may appeal to the city's circuit court 
provided that such appeal is filed within sixty (60) days of the city's written denial. 

 

(c) For so long as the final approved site plan remains valid, no change or amendment to 
any local ordinance, map, resolution, rule, regulation, policy or plan adopted subsequent to 
the date of approval shall adversely affect the right of the developer or his successor in 
interest to commence and complete an approved development in accordance with the 
lawful terms of the site plan, unless (i) the change or amendment is required to comply with 
state law, or (ii) there has been a mistake, fraud or a change in circumstances substantially 
affecting the public health, safety or welfare. 

34-867(5) (5) The landscape plan shall depict existing landscape features, including, without 
limitation: wooded areas (indicated by general type, e.g., evergreen or deciduous) and 
location of tree line; small groupings of trees; individual trees of eight (8) inch caliper or 
greater; ornamental trees of any size (indicated by common name), approximate caliper, 
and location; distinctive natural features, such as rock formations or water features; and 
man-made features of local or historic significance. 

34-931(e) (e) In cases where there is no existing curb, gutter and sidewalk along adjacent public 
streets onto which the service station shall have access, the developer shall at his own 
expense construct the necessary curb, gutter and sidewalk according to city specifications. 

34-981(b) (b) Parking areas shall be constructed with a slope of five (5) percent or less. The director of 
neighborhood development services may, however, permit slopes of up to ten (10) percent 
where necessary for reasons of topography, and where he determines that adequate 
drainage will be provided. 

34-1028 
(a), (b) 

(a) The city manager or his designee may place or cause to be placed signs in the public 
right-of-way and in or upon any public property. 
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(b) The city manager or his designee may authorize the temporary placement of a banner 
over or within a public right-of-way, pursuant to the regulations duly enacted by the city 
manager. 

34-
1077(d) 

(d) Existing vegetation on the site shall be preserved to the greatest practical extent. 
Existing vegetation, topography, walls and fences, etc., combined with shrubs or other 
features may be substituted for the required shrubs or trees, if the director of neighborhood 
development services or his designee finds that they achieve the same degree of screening 
as the required shrubs or trees. 

34-1083 
(b), (i) 

(b) Zoning verification. Upon receipt of an application seeking approval for a facility, or 
modification, listed in paragraph (a), above, the zoning administrator shall verify in writing 
that the proposed facility or modification meets applicable requirements of the zoning 
ordinance ("zoning verification"). If the zoning administrator determines that the facility or 
modification is not within the scope of [pargraphs] (a)(1)—(4), above, or does not meet 
applicable zoning requirements, the zoning administrator shall notify the applicant in 
writing of the basis of his determination, and the facility or modification shall not be 
permitted until all applicable requirements have been satisfied. 

 

… 

 

(i) Each application for a special use permit for a communications facility, or an amendment 
to such a special use permit, shall be accompanied by a fee as set forth within the most 
recent fee schedule adopted by city council, plus an additional amount specified by the 
director of neighborhood development services or his designee, as and for the cost of 
technical consultant(s) and experts deemed necessary by the city. Such fee shall include but 
shall not necessarily be limited to the hourly rate of the independent technical consultant or 
expert the city deems necessary to properly evaluate the application. 

34-1104 
(a)(2) 

(2) The zoning administrator's signature on a certificate of occupancy shall constitute his 
certification that the use that is the subject of the certificate is lawful under the provisions of 
the city's zoning ordinance. 

34-1120 
(b)(6)b., c. 

b. The director of neighborhood development services shall post on the city website notice 
of the date, time and place that a request for a modification or waiver of the requirements of 
these critical slopes provisions will be reviewed and cause written notice to be sent to the 
applicant or his agent and the owner or agent for the owner of each property located within 
five hundred (500) feet of the property subject to the waiver. Notice sent by first class mail 
to the last known address of such owner or agent as shown on the current real estate tax 
assessment books, postmarked not less than five (5) days before the meeting, shall be 
deemed adequate. A representative of the department of neighborhood development 
services shall make affidavit that such mailing has been made and file the affidavit with the 
papers related to the site plan application. 
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c. All modification or waiver requests shall be submitted to the department of neighborhood 
development services, to be reviewed by the planning commission. In considering a 
requested modification or waiver the planning commission shall consider the 
recommendation of the director of neighborhood development services or their designee. 
The director, in formulating his recommendation, shall consult with the city engineer, the 
city's environmental manager, and other appropriate officials. The director shall provide the 
planning commission with an evaluation of the proposed modification or waiver that 
considers the potential for soil erosion, sedimentation and water pollution in accordance 
with current provisions of the Commonwealth of Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control 
Handbook and the Virginia State Water Control Board best management practices, and, 
where applicable, the provisions of Chapter 10 of the City Code. The director may also 
consider other negative impacts of disturbance as defined in these critical slope provisions. 

34-
1150(d) 

(d) The zoning administrator shall mail a copy of his determination to the property owner. 
The zoning administrator's determination shall be final after thirty (30) days unless an 
appeal is filed with the board of zoning appeals. 

34-1172 
(16)d., e. 

d. By his or her application for a provisional use permit for a homestay, an applicant 
authorizes city inspectors to enter the subject property, upon reasonable advance written 
notice to the applicant, at least one (1) time during the calendar year for which the permit is 
valid, to verify that the homestay is being operated in accordance with the regulations set 
forth within this section. 

 

e. Each provisional use permit for a homestay will be valid from January 1 (or such other 
date during a calendar year on which such permit is issued) through December 31 of the 
calendar year in which the permit is issued. During this period of validity, the owner of the 
homestay must occupy the dwelling as his or her residence for more than one hundred 
eighty (180) days. 

34-
1175(1) 

(1) No mobile food unit may be operated on private property without the mobile food unit 
owner or his designee having first been issued a provisional use permit pursuant to this 
section. 

34-
1194(a) 

(a) Temporary family health care structures shall be a permitted accessory use in single 
family residential zoning districts on lots zoned for single-family detached dwellings if such 
structure (i) is used by a caregiver in providing care for a mentally or physically impaired 
person, and (ii) is on property owned or occupied by the caregiver as his residence. For 
purposes of this section, "caregiver" and "mentally or physically impaired person" shall 
have the same meaning as defined in Virginia Code § 15.2-2292.1. 

34-1200 Adult assisted living means A residential facility in which aged, infirm or disabled adults 
reside, and for which the licensing authority is the Virginia Department of Social Services, or 
for which no state license is required. The term shall not include the home or residence of 
an individual who cares only for persons related to him by blood or marriage. The term 
shall also not include any facility licensed by the State Board of Health or the state 
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, or any 
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other facility excluded from the definition of "assisted living facility," set forth within Code 
of Virginia § 63.2-100. 

 

Adult day care means a facility that provides care and protection to four (4) or more aged, 
infirm or disabled adults who reside elsewhere, during only a part of the day (a period of 
less than twenty-four (24) hours). The term shall not include any facility, or portion thereof, 
that is licensed by the State Board of Health, the State Department of Mental Health, Mental 
Retardation and Substance Abuse Services; or the home or residence of an individual who 
cares only for persons related to him by blood or marriage. 

 

… 

 

Farm sales means the sale of agricultural or horticultural produce or merchandise produced 
on a farm, conducted by the farmer or members of his family. Sales of items not produced 
the person engaged in such sales activity shall be limited to companion items intended to be 
used with the agricultural or horticultural produce or merchandise (such as canning jars, 
pumpkin carving kits, gift baskets, wreath making supplies, floral arranging supplies, 
potting soil, pots, pruning shears, gardening gloves, etc., but not including farm machinery 
and equipment [except hand tools], building materials, furniture or other like items). 

 

… 

 

Flood control works for purposes of Article II, section 34-240, et seq. means any man-made 
construction, such as a dam, levee, groin, or jetty designed to alter the flood potential of the 
body of water on or adjacent to which it is built. 

 

… 

 

Homestay means a home occupation in which an individual who owns a dwelling and uses it 
as his or her permanent residence within a dwelling hires out, as lodging: (i) such dwelling, 
or any portion thereof, or (ii) a lawful accessory dwelling. 

 

         
Approved by Council 

 
 



        ____________________, 2021 
        Kyna Thomas, CMC 
        Clerk of Council 
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